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Lesson Calendar 
Golden Text for the Quarter: Happy is the people, whose 
God is Jehovah.—Psa. 144 : 15. 


° fonwary 1.—The Kingdom Divided .. . 1 Kings 12: 1-24 
. Januar os oampcsgay akes Idols for Israel to 
Worski ere ed SR 1 Kings 12 : 25 to 13 6 


. January ts. yn s Good Reign udah. . . 2 Chron, 15: 1-15 
January 22.—Omri and Ahad ad srael into 
Greater Sin Bhs 5) Se eee . 1 Kings 16: 15-33 


. Januar By a «oe eh SE s Good Reign i in 
nt BARNS “eit rear Sat ba 2 Chron. 17 : 1-13 
Pebdusey 5« sii ah the Prophet Appears in Israel . . 1 Kings 17 
. February 12.—Elijah’s Victory Over the Prophets of 


WS cares het ne en 6 . .« Kings 18: 1, 2, 17-40 
. Sabtuncy 19.—Elijah’s Flight aud Return 
Nye Ae eee I Kings 18 : 41 to 19: 28 


. February 26.—Elijah Meets Ahab in Naboth’s 
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. 1 Kings 2t 


ineyard 
to. March Elijah Goes Up by a Whirlwind into E 
EUR Shy ti gd Oe ee Ca 2 Kings 2 : 1-18 
11. March 12. 2 Elisha the Prophet Restores a Child 
NS Se ee ee . . 2 Kings 4: 8-37 
12. March 19.—Defeat ‘Through Drunkenness. (Tem rance 
SR oe ae ae eee ings 20 : 12-25 
13. March 26.—Review 


Another Day 
By Arthur Wallace Peach 


NOTHER day is done,” you say, with careless 
speech. 
Ah! think you where this little day may reach ? 


Into a tomb where some one is asleep, 

While those who loved too late in anguish weep. 
Into a heart where all is still and dark, 

Save where a ghostly hope lies white and stark. 
To trembling lips that would a word recall 
Which some wild moment carelessly let fall. 
Into a brain that formed a wicked deed 

For whose deep hurt there is no balm nor meed. 


Into eyes sightless that this morning knew 
Each blossom’s tint, the skies’ far tender blue. 


These thoughts are dark—the vines that clasp a tomb? 
Still bears the day its wreaths of golden t ‘oom. 


For gentle hands of love have crowned this day 
With deeds whose beauty never fades away. 
To-day, lips sang their cheery, happy song; 

And hearts have spoken hearts’ deep yearning long. 


And weary feet that sought the Valley Still 
Turn back once more a mission to fulfil. 


** Another day is done,”—ah! yes! a hundred years, 
Each moment crowned with joy or palled with tears. 


Be wise, O Human Heart; not far away 
Beyond the sunset waits—another day ! 


West Newron, Mass. 








Power from Obligation 

There is no power in any life that has not learned 
to do many things simply because they ought to be 
done.’ The life that is allowed to find its chief in- 
terest.in the things that it naturally wants to do, in- 
stead of in the things that it ought todo, is doomed 
to emptiness and uselessness. Professor Miitisterberg 
of Harvard has pointed out the fatal loss to character 


that comes fromthe educational notion run wild that 
in school and college the young people ought to learn 
only what they like, only what seems interesting : 
that they be no longer ordered, but begged and per- 
suaded, in a gay-colored world where they may enjoy 
themselves to their heart’s content, and everybody— 
except the teachers—have a good time. Educators 
are realizing now, he says, that those who have never 
learned to obey never become their own masters ; and 
he makes a strong plea for the gain of forcing the will 
toward that which is unattractive—if it ought to be 
done. There is no other pathway to power in the 
universe ; and there is no other pathway to lasting 
happiness and joy, for happiness cannot endure in a 
powerless, useless life. Obedience to the obligation 
of God's will when it is not what we would choose for 
ourselves is the key that opens our lives to his 
omnipotence. 
x 


Riches Outside of Christendom 


Christendom has no monopoly of the virtues of 
the world. Sarah Pike Conger, in ‘‘ Letters from 
China,"’ in calling attention to the fundamental quali- 
ties of that race upon which to build the Christian 
living, says that ‘‘ their great love for parents, for the 
aged, for children, for music, for pets of all kinds, for 
flowers, and for trees ; their reaching out to a power 
beyond themselves ; their steadfastness, their great 
memories, their accuracy, their sober watchfulness, 
their quiet forbearance, their innate politeness, their 
unequaled obedience to law, their civility to guests, 
their trustworthy honesty, their devout respect for 
education, and their industrious habits, all combine 
to show the making of a strong character of a strong 
people that will in time stand with the sisterhood of 
the great nations.’’ God ‘* himself giveth to all life, 
and breath, and all things ; and he made of one every 
nation of men... that they should seek God.’’ It 
is well to be reminded of this, and of the rare gifts 
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that other nations than those of what is now Christen- 
dom are some day going to add to Christendom, thereby 
lifting it out of its present limitations and narrowness, 
and enriching the lives of those who are of the body 


of Christ. 
A 
When It Storms 


Most of us know that only God can control and 
direct the weather. But do we make this knowledge 
a part of our working capital in his service? A woman's 
missionary society had planned its annual thank- 
offering meeting for an evening in January, The 
night arrived, amid storm and sleet, and only a small 
group were present. In the responsive readings that 
had.been prepared there occurred the words from the 
148th Psalm : 


‘* Fire and hail, snow and vapor ; 
Stormy wind, fulfilling his word.”? 


‘*T wonder how many dedieve it!'’ asked the speaker 
of the evening, as they came to this passage. It prob- 
ably gave some a new thought. If the storm of 
that evening was fulfilling God’s word, then it was 
something to rejoice in, not to regret, nor even to 
accept with resigned submission, We shall have 
more storms this winter,—some of them at what we 
call ‘‘inopportune"’ times, Is the fulfilling of God’s 
word ever inopportune ? 


x 
If in Doubt 


We seldom regret having done the safest thing 
we could think of in a time of perplexity. We often 
regret the risks that we have taken at such times. 
The railroad tule, ‘‘ When in doubt, take the side of 
safety,’’ is a pretty sound rule for the everyday travel- 
ing of life. It takes only a very small risk to lead to 
a very great catastrophe ; and ‘‘it is better to be safe 
than sorry.’’ 
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Power Through Repetition 


O great truth is.ever made to prevail through a 
single announcement of it. Its newness and its 
force may be felt perhaps through the first 

statement of it, but it is through a long and often 
desperately wearisome repeating of it in all manner of 
ways that it comes at last to be a power in human ex- 
perience. And it is impatience with this law which 
accdunts for the failure of a good many eager and 
ambitious souls. They disdain to repeat anything. 
They fear that the truth will lose its freshness and 
beauty. The young writer and the young thinker 
commence their career with the belief that most of 
the important things about life have so far been left 
unsaid and still await discovery. Originality is their 
watchword, and their delight is to Say something 
never thought of before. The platitude is their special 
abhorrence until later on in their career they find 
how much and how prolonged experience go to the 
making of some of the great platitudes. Wonder- 
ing at the willingness of others to dwell so long 
upon things that have been said so many times be- 
fore, they would make it their effort to say something 
entirely new every time they speak. 

Paul realized sometimes that he was in danger of 
becoming repetitious, . Then he wondered whether it 


-was a danger. ' His epistle to the Philippians so con- 


stantly goes, back to one theme that at a certain point 
he acknowledges that he is bearing pretty hard on the 
one theme of rejoicing. As he says,’ ‘*To write the 
same things to you, to me indeed. is not irksome, but 
for you it is safe.'’ He was quite willing to repeat 
some of his best things ; and even such a spontaneous 
matter as that of.joy, which most of us would feel to 


be spoiled by overmuch exhortation about it, he feels 
is just one of the things which have to be endlessly 
insisted upon before anybody comes to regard it as 
at all feasible. If Paul had said to himself that he 
had spoken about that once and it was more artistic 
not to allude to it again, the epistle to the Philip- 
pians would miss the beauty which comes from hav- 
ing all its thoughts threaded like pearls on a single 
string. 

But a great many of us disdain to repeat. Wewant 
to do something new every time. We like to be 
thought original, Let secondary minds that are not 
visited by fresh thoughts take up the rehearsal of 
truths that have been once promulgated, but let us be 
off and away to things never dreamed of before. We 
do not realize, perhaps, how much a great repeating 
power has to do with keeping life fresh and beautiful. 
If God had made the grass green only once or twice 
and changed the color of it every season so that we 
never knew what was coming, we can imagine, as Mr. 
Chesterton suggests, fhat this might be anything but a 
refreshing world. Nature had to repeat her cycles 
through periods which stagger the mind to think 6f, 
before the race of man felt her beauty. 

It is the same with thegospel. In every generation 
the shallow soul with its shallow desires for change and 
novelty has been ready to vote that the time has conie 
to give us something quitenew. It could hardly stand 
it to hear the same ‘thing told to it over and over 
again. There was no news about it. It was all so 
hopelessly familiar. And, catering to that jaded sense, 
and trying to supply a fresh sensation to all the chang- 
ing moods of men, the preachers who have done this 
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have found it a pretty haggard sort of business. 
Foolish and fearful prophets who have looked too 
closely to the popular mind have thought it was no 
longer any use to keep before men‘those almost in- 
accessible heights to which the truth of the gospel 
leads up in some of its highest reaches, They would 
have them removed, They would have had the moun- 
ains taken down ons ago. ‘They would never have 
kept them standing there until they might become, as 
they are, the synonyms of aspiration and victory and 
coolness to man’s spirit. They see the obvious side 
of repetition, which is that it does weary and try us, 
ani it does provoke us ; but they do not see the side 
of it which is not obvious, namely, that it is only by 
ceaseless repeating that we ever come to love and re- 
joice over anything. The oftener God does anything, 
the more he loves it; and so it comes to be with the 


best of his servants that, granting times of dreariness © 


and monotony, the thing that they have done longest 
and repeated most heroically is the thing that is fresh- 
est and most inspiring at last. 

Let any one grow weary of repeating the little acts 
of affection which make the grace of the family re- 


lation, let him assume that having clearly shown in_ 


the early yeais of the home his attitude toward those 
who are there, it ought henceforth to be taken for 
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granted that he loves them all without any further 
definite and tangible and familiar demonstration of it, 
and he will find what a dreadfully dull and arid place 
a home may-become just for want of that thing which 
we so associate with monotony—repetition. A lit- 
tle of it would brighten up a thousand homes this 
minute. To repeat the same things to the family 
would be indeed safe for them and the greatest novelty 
they could experience. And nothing is-so tiresome at 
last as those gusty affections which you can never de- 
pend upon because it is either feast or famine with 
them. 

“We lose much that is of the first value in what we 
have done, just because we hate to incur the charge 
of having nothing new to offer; and do not like to go 
and do the very same thing over again. 
again saves all we have dose hitheees As a mother 
who had just reproved her child for some faults was 
asked by a friend, ‘‘ How can you have the patience 
to tell that child the same thing for the twentieth 
time,’’ and replied that she did it because she didn’t 
want to throw away all she had accomplished by tell- 
ing it to him the other nineteen times, so it is with us : 
having done what we have so many times we cannot 
afford to throw it all away by stopping now. ‘* Most 
failure is in not going on long enough.”’ 





Are There Any Duties to Self? 


Because we must constantly recognize and fulfil 
certain duties to our bodies and our minds, we are 


prompted to speak of duties to self. Thus an Illinois 
pastor, commenting upon a recent discussion of self- 
love in these columns, makes an interesting point in 
the following letter : 


Only recently I have preached several times—at different 
appointments—on ‘' Some claims upon us as men and women.”’ 
‘The four points I made and emphasized are (1) God ; (2) Fam- 
ily ; (3) Fellow-men ; (4) Self. And I am frank to say that in 
my own estimation the last was by no means least, though in 
the natural order of presentation I could not safely put it else- 
where, But we are hever true to God, family, or 6 Baars 
unless we recognize the claims upon us as individuals, and 
meet them. I am sure now that my ministry would have 
counted for more than it has these nearly fifteen years of actual 
service had I more fully realized the claims upon myself as a 
man and as a minister, For all these years of my ministry I 
have toiled with little regard to myself, with the result that for 
the last year I have been greatly handicapped with broken- 
down health, A right recognition of the claims of myself, 
upon my time and energies, would have found me a stronger 
man than I am. 

I think you will readily see the difference ; and yet how easy 


it is not to distinguish between self-love, or self-esteem, or 
pride in its many objectionable forms, and the place of self in 
self-development along the lines I have indicated, in order that 
we may do our best work for God, for family, for fellow-men. 


The danger here is in confusing the difference be- 
tween the fact of self and a duty to self. We cannot 
deny the existence of self, nor the fact that we have 
bodies, minds, and spirits, and that it is our simple 
duty before God to care for our bodies, minds and 
spirits. But wy is it our duty to care for them? 
Simply because God wants to use them, and to have 
them at their highest point of efficiency for use in the 
interests of others. When one tries to get eight hours’ 
sleep for his body and mind, it is not—if he is in the 
riyht attitude toward the matter—because he loves his 
body and mind, but because he knows that God wants 
to use his body and mind for others. This simple 
attitude will shut out of account such an emotion or 
act as self-love, and will safeguard us against the mis- 
take of thinking that there are any duties that are owing 
to self for self’s sake. 
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Can We Know God’s Plan for Us? 

If we are justified in believing that God's will 
includes the directing of our lives to their every small- 
est details, it is not strange that constantly there goes 
up the cry from his children, ‘« How may I know his 
will for me?’’ A Pennsylvania reader asks four ques- 
tions on different phases of this central and absorbing 
question : 

1. How can we know definitely God's plan for us? 

2. If we fail in recognizing his plan for our life work, will he 
formulate another plan, and could one consistently say that 
this second plan was better than the first ? 

3 Will God ultimately bring to pass his original plan for 
eact. individua: life? or will continued disobedience on that 
one’s part frustrate God's purpose ? 

4. When Satan, as an “ angel of light," appeals to us with 


scriptural yr age how may we discern between his voice 
and that of the Holy Spirit? 


tr. Absolute knowledge of Ged's will depends upon 


absolute obedience to God’s will, There has been 
only one human being who ever obeyed completely 
and therefore knew completely ; and that one was 
Jesus Christ. But we may know more and more of 
God's will, or plan, for us, by letting Christ in us 
bring us more and more into obedience to the Father. 
We cannot expect to know God's will in matters as 
yet unknown to us if we are not completely and hab- 
itually purposing to do his will in the matters that are 
now known to us. Therein is the trouble with many 
a life that restlessly complains of not being able to 
discover God’s will. Are you even trying to do it 
now, this very hour, in the immediate and plain duty 
that confronts you? If you are not, his further will 
will be hidden from you. As you obey, and only as 
you obey, in the present duties, both large and small, 
can he lead you on into fuller knowledge. Two ques- 
tions that we may profitably ask ourselves whenever 
we find it difficult to know God's will for us are : (1) 
Do I need to know this thing mow, or am I making 
the mistake of seeking for advance information on a 
matter that I can safely let wait? (2) What present 
duty am I failing in, which blinds my vision to further 
knowledge ? 

2. God continually renews his invitations and op- 
portunities to those who have rejected his earlier plans 
for them. The whole history of his Chosen People, 
in the Old Testament and the New, settles this point. 
His dealings with individuals throughout the Bible 
also proves it He madea plan for the dying thief 
on the cross, that he should there seek the Saviour ; 
that thief accepted God's plan, and his eternity is 
still carrying forward the results of his eleventh hour 
obedience. The other thief evidently had the same 
plan offered to him, but rejected it. Yet we have no 
reason to believe that the eleventh hour salvation of 
the first thief was better than God's first plan for his 
life. Rather we must believe that God's frst plan— 
to use very inadequate and imperfect human language 
—for every life is his best plan, his second plan is 
second best, and so on. When a man spends his life 
in rejecting God’s plans and finally takes his.last op- 
portunity to accept one, three facts seem to be assured : 
God's last, and in a sense, least advantageous plan, is 
better for that man than the best plan that he could 
ever have made without God ; his life would have 
been infinitely richer had he accepted God’s plans at 
the first opportunity rather than at the last ; nothing 
can undo the fact of the wasted life with its forever 
lost opportunities. 

3. How can we say that God ever will or can ulti- 
mately bring to pass his original but rejected plan for 
any life? Not only continued disobedience, but every 
single act of disobedience, frustrates some purpose of 
God for that life. If a husband and wife, for exam- 
ple, commence their married life with-every oppor- 
tunity of living a life of blessed Christian usefulness 
in the world, but the husband gets to drinking, and 
finally sheots his wife in a drunken rage, it is very 
possible for him to repent and be forgiven and be 
saved into eternal life with Christ ; but is it reason- 
able for us to believe, either that the drunkenness and 
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murder were ef God’s planning, or that God can ever 
bring ew his original plan for what that married 
life could have been at its best in the Kingdom on 
earth? There is an infinite forgiveness and restora- 
tion offered to us all in Christ; if this were not so 
our sin-blighted life would be unendurable ; but it is 
picely laid upon us to recognize that there is an awful 
in sin—every sin, even of the seemingly most 
trifling sort ; and that not even God in Christ can make 
up to us everything that we have deliberately flung 
-from us in our wilful rejection of God's plans for our 
lives. tr ey bn? 

4. Christ knows the difference between the voice of 
the Holy Spirit and the voice of Satan. Christ in us 
can ‘distinguish between the two voices for us. The 
principle suggested in the comment upon the first 
question applies here. Absolute surrender to Christ, 
making him Master as well as Saviour ; the taking of 
plenty of time daily, at considerable cost to ourselves, 
for prayer and literal feeding upon God's Word ; obe- 
dience to our Commission, in habitual seeking to win 
others to Christ : these are some of the absolute re- 
quirements laid upon every life that would claim the 
fulness of God's help in guidance. But when we 
yield ourselves in this sort of surrender and obedience, 
and look to Christ hourly for its maintaining, we need 
-have little fear of being long deceived by Satan mas- 
querading before us as an angel of light. Christ is 
able to care for his own, and he will, 

It is a costly thing to know God's plan for our life. 
It costs all that we have. | But after we have given all 
that we have, then we begin to know for the first time 
in fulness what it is to receive. 
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God’s Way of Escape for Us 

When a man is confronted with the choice between 
right and wrong, what ought he to do, and what can 
he safely believe God will enable him to do if he seeks 
God’s help? That is the question about. which a 
New Yorker writes : 


Will you be good enough to give me your interpretation of 
the ‘‘ way of escape"’ mentioned in 1 Corinthians 10: 13 with 
reference to temptations? [‘‘‘lhere hath no temptation taken 
you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer yon to be tempted above that ye are able ; but will 
with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may 
be able to endure it.’’] I will put a specific example. _Sup- 

ose a man has a promissory note to meet and sees no abso- 
utely honest way to meet it. Suppose he sees an opportunity 
by a somewhat questionable but /ega//y safe method to save 
himself from the catastrophe. Suppose, further, that to fail to 
meet the note will mean bankruptcy. The phrase, ‘‘ make a 
way of escape,"’ certainly seems to state that God will actively 
interfere or take some action of some sort. To say that the 
man should prefer death to any questionable action would 
merely be an avoidance of any interpretation of the verse, and 
would be in effectea statement that Paul was doing a useless 
thing when he wrote this verse and was stooping to a lower 
plane than he should have occupied, ‘Therefore meeting the 
situation as I have put it, will you kindly answer my question ? 


God's way of escape for the man who is being 
tempted to sin in order to avoid bankruptcy is to offer that 
man sufficient strength to go bravely into bankruptcy : 
giving him the superhuman power to prefer financial 
bankruptcy before his fellows to moral bankruptcy 
before God. The temptation in the case described is 
not the question whether he shall be a bankrupt or 
not, but whether he shall deliberately sin in order to 
escape bankruptcy. With that temptation to sin, as 
with every temptation to sin, God is alongside the 
tested one, urging him to resist, offering him the only 
way of escape from the sin that he is considering, 
which is the strengih of God himself in the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. God does not promise us escape 
from earthly tribulation and chastening. He does 
promise us escape from sin, if we will take it. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father, we thank thee for distinguished 
mercies during the past week.’ Yet more we praise 
thee for that ceaseless mercy which ever enfolds us and 

never forgets. Chief of all we bless thee for our sure refuge 
from sin and sorrow, and from every threat of ill, in thine own 
bosom ; and for spiritual quickening and sustenance in Jesus 
Christ. Constrain us to lay hold on this to the utmost. rant 
us the high satisfaction of spiritual growth and useful service. 
Give us grace to wrestie and fight. We pray to be kept in 
hours ef weariness'and weakness, lest we skulk like cowards 
from the field of action. Keep our manliness untarnished by 
craven flight from necessary conflicts. We would not hide 
away from life and its ordeals, but would so hide in thee, and 
so blend our lives with‘thine by thy grace, that weshall become 
conquerors of sin, both within and without. Let not our hold 
Sa thee be vague and loose ; bind us to thyself with taut and 
unshakable purpose. Let us not be listless and laggard in the 
Christian life. Keep us from moral slovenliness.. Thou gra- 
cious Guest, we deplore the unswept litter and endless con- 
fusion into the midst of which we have welcomed thee. 
Straighten out the tangle and set our Is in order. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. I (x Kings 12 : 1-24) 





HERE is a remarkable description of the prom- 
inent personages in Hebrew history to be found 
in a wise old book, the Wisdom of the Son of 

Sirach, commonly called <<‘ Ecclesiasticus.'’ The 
portrait sketches of Rehoboam and Jeroboam are con- 
tained in a single verse (47 : 23) which has been thus 
translated : ‘*Of his seed [Solomon] left behind him 
Rehoboam; ample in foolishness and lacking under- 
standing, who let loose the people. Also Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.’’ This was 
the judgment of a later age upon the rival monarchs 
who divided the kingdom of Solomon, The Hebrew 
sage, looking back from the vantage point of time, 
has nothing to say in praise of either. Both were re- 
sponsible for the Great Disruption ; the one, ‘‘ ample 
in foolishness,’’ the other, the man ‘‘ who made Israel 
to sin.’’ It is the impartial verdict of one who wrote 
seven hundred years after Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
had passed away; and he is certain that both were in 
the.wrong. | us etLis3 

The disruption of the Hebrew monarchy was a great 
national crisis, and fraught with far-reaching con- 
sequences. Had the subjects of King Selomon 
held together, had his policy been consistently pur- 
sued, then a united Palestine might have taken its 
place among the great Eastern powers, equal in au- 
thority and resourcefulness to Egypt or Assyria. 


Why the Autocrat Failed 

On the death of Solomon, the political situation was 
one of extraordinary delicacy. Monarchy was still a 
novel institution among the Hebrews ; and the mem- 
ories of the old tribal independence were still vivid 
and inspiring. Solomon had, indeed, added to the 
fame of David his father ; and, in spite of attempted 
revolutions, David and Solomon had occupied the 
throne for some eighty years. But the policy of cen- 
tralization which David began and Solomon continued 
was not popular, The little mountain fortress of Jeru- 
salem, before David's time an insignificant place, they 
endeavored to transform into a royal city, where all 
the departments of government should be established. 

Now Jerusalem had little to recommend it as a capital 
in the eyes of the Hebrew clans. It is not a seaport ; 
it is watered by no river of consequence ; the desert 
then, as now, was within a mile of its eastern walls. 
It was not situated ina fertile region, nor was it within 
the territory belonging to the more important tribes of 
the federation, Little could be said for it except this 
—that it was a fortress right in the center of the coun- 
try, and on the highway from Egypt to the populous 
North.. This it was which recommended itsto the 
ambitious monarchs who attempted to unify the tribes, 
and to build up an empire which should embrace the 
whole region between the Jordan and the Mediterran- 
ean Sea. But to reduce to orderly submission the 
powerful northern clans, to collect taxes from them, 
to force them to contribute to the imperial defenses 
and the cost of administering a central government 
and maintaining the royal household, wasa task which 
demanded great qualities in the sovereign, and must 
have called for ail the wisdom and discretion and 

. courage of the Great King. 

Nor were Solomon's ecclesiastical reforms altogether 
palatable ;. they could not be carried into effect with- 
out offending the prejudices and the traditions of 
many of his subjects, and those not the least powerful. 
The idea of a great central temple at Jerusalem which 
should be the home of the national worship was a 
magnificent conception—not only from the religious 
point of view, but in its political aspects as well. For 
religion provides the strongest of all bonds between 

‘man and man ; and a common rcligion is one of the 
surest safeguards of national unity. But the affection 
of the people for their ancient sanctuaries in other 
parts of the country,—for Bethel, with its memories 
of Jacob the father of all the tribes; for Hebron, 
where Abraham was buried, and the rest,—was not 
easily to be transferred to the new sanctuary in the 
new capital. Why should Judah thus be favored? 
The establishment of the temple was, indeed, agree- 
able to the priestly tribe ; it would give them a great 
advantage ; it did give them a great advantage in 
after years. But it does not appear that the prophets, 
who were the real teachers and spiritual guides of.the 
people, approved of it.. Even Nathan, through whom 
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Rehoboam and Jeroboam: Autocrat and Democrat 
By the Very Rev. John H. Bernard, D.D., D.C.L., Dean of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, Ireland 


What should be the wise and beneficent strength 
of an autocrat? What of a democrat? The lives 
of the two leading characters who open the new 
year’s Bible lessons offer an unusual opportunity 
to study this question,—and not the less so because 
history writes ‘* Failure ’’ after the life of each. 








God's will in this matter was communicated to David 
(2 Sam. 7), betrays no eagerness for the project, which 
he said must be postponed until Solomon's reign ; and 
probably the attitude of the prophets, as a body, was 
even less favorable to that centralization of the na- 
tional worship which was in later years to be the best 
security for the purity of the national faith. 

Amid such discontents, tribal, economic, religious, 


‘Solomon passed away, and left as his successor Reho- 


boam, ‘‘ample in foolishness.’’ It was the moment 
for a strong man, but he was not forthcoming. Reho- 
boam had not the discretion which conciltates, nor 
even the common sense which takes good advice 
(1 Kings 12: 8). His only answer to the not unrea- 
sonable demands of the large majority of his subjects 
was the insolent proclamation: ‘‘My father made 
your ‘yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke: my 
father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions’’ (1 Kings 12 : 14). Securely 
seated, as he supposed, on his hereditary throne, he 
chose this moment.of unrest for the imposition and 
collection of the levy. The end came swiftly. The 
official in charge of the levy was assassinated (1 Kings 
12 ; 18); and the smouldering fires of discontent burst 
at once into a flame of revolution. So did Israel as a 


whole repudiate the sovereignty of David's heirs, who _ 


thenceforward could claim no more than the over- 
lordship of the little territory of Judah. 

If Solomon illustrates the benficence and the gran- 
deur of autocratic government, Rehoboam his son 
must stand for the autocrat who fails to impose his 
will upon a proud and free people. All history is 
full of examples of the like failure. What the strong 
will of the Tudors could enforce was impossible for 
the weaker dynasty of the Stuart kings. What Louis 
XIV, ‘*le Grand Monarque,”’ could do with impunity— 
what Louis XV did with ruthless selfishness—was not 
possible for the gentler spirit of Louis XVI, who ex- 
piated his folly with his life. Rehoboam reminds us, 
indeed, at every point, of the Bourbon princes. Like 
them he was despotic, arrogant, tolerant of vice 
(1 Kings 14 : 22-24). And yet, just as the glamour 
of the Bourbon name persisted for long in France, de- 
spite the folly and tyranny and wickedness which were 
associated with it, so did the prestige of a yreat an- 
cestry prevail in Judza to support the dynasty, of 
which Rehoboam was so unworthy a member, until 
the Babylonian Captivity. Rehoboam is the autocrat 
who failed ; failed because he could not or would not 
see the forces that made autocratic rule no longer 
either possible or desirable, as the nation grew in 
numbers, in power, in civilization, in pride. 


The Democrat’s Strength and Promise 

Over against Rehoboam stands Jeroboam: the 
democrat against the autocrat, the man who follows 
the people against the man who -has failed to rule 
them. His character is drawn for us, indeed, by his 
enemies ; but it is not difficult to perceive in him 
those qualities which, both for good and for evil, 
are always conspicuous in a democratic leader. He 
began well. He was a great soldier (1 Kings 11 : 28); 
a capable administrator, in the confidence of Solomon 
the wise king ; a man of the people, the son of a 
widow woman of Ephraim (1 Kings 11 : 26). It is 
entirely natural that such a man should be singled out 
as the people's representative. Jeroboam had ‘no im- 
perial sympathies ; indeed, he had married a foreign 
wife (the Septuagint translation of 1 Kings 12 : 24¢ 
says that she was an Egyptian princess), and he had 
been intriguing at the Egyptian court (1 Kings 12 : 2). 
The invasion of Palestine by Shishak, king of Egypt, 
had-no‘ terrors for. him:; and the sack of Jerusalem 
(1. Kings 14-: 25) which Judah felt to be so deep a 
disgrace was not a matter in which -he can have felt 
much-concern. * His policy was one of decentraliza- 
tion, and freedom was to him a dearer thing than 
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national unity. Ephraim had always envied Judah, 
as Judah had vexed Ephraim ; and it was better to 
accept this divergence of tribal prejudice as an ulti- 
mate fact which could not be evaded. 

It was entirely in keeping with this policy that Jero- 
boam threw in his lot with those who opposed the 
growing dignity of the temple, and that he encouraged 
the development of two rival sanctuaries, one in the 
extreme north at Dan, and the other—as if to flaunt 
his dissidence from ‘the Jewish priesthood—at Bethel, 
within a dozen miles of Jerusalem itself. He was the 
patron of those who dissented from the Established 
Church, and we may be sure that he had the sympathy 
of many who disliked the innovations of Solomon and 
the splendid and gorgeous ritual of the temple wor- 
ship. In all this it would not be right to see overt or 
malignant wickedness. On the contrary, the policy 
of Jeroboam so far was consistent and intelligible ; 
there must have been even something of genius in a 
man who could thus, unassisted by high birth or 
royal favor, establish himself as the head of a turbu- 
lent federation, and maintain himself as king of Israel 
for two and twenty strenuous years (1 Kings 14 : 20). 


Folly and Knavery: Which is Worse ? 

Yet the judgment of posterity upon him is that he 
was, pre-eminently, the man who ‘made Israel to 
sin.’’ He was not free from the failings which beset 
every candidate for popular favor. By the people he 
was raised to his great place, and it is not too much 
to say that it was by the people that he was ruled. 
To promote rival sanctuaries, to establish a new re- 
ligious festival, in rivalry to the historic Feast of Tab- 
ernacles (1 Kings 12: 32), may have been prudent, 
as it was certainly popular. It must also have been 
good for the trade of his dominions, for a national 
festival means a national market, and the great yearly 
concourse of worshipers to Bethel would stimulate 
commerce, while it would quicken the zeal of the re- 
ligious nonconformists who were among his chief sup- 
porters. But Jeroboam—and it is this which the 
Hebrew chroniclers single out as his sin—did not 
scruple to accommodate the national faith to the 
heathen customs of the aboriginal idolaters of Canaan. 

The national worship which he recommended was 
the worship of the Golden Bulls, which symbolized the 
ancient gods of the country, deities which always had 
an untoward fascination for the Israelite tribes 
(1 Kings 12: 28). This was to fling to the winds 
those great doctrines of the Unity and Spirituality of 
God, for which Israel of old had so valiantly con- 
tended ; to fling them to the winds for the sake of 
popularity as a tolerant and large-minded administra- 
tor. So—it was, of course, an inevitable consequence 
—he had to find his priests among the lowest of the 
people (1 Kings 12 : 31), men who would be content 
to follow, who could not pretend to lead. And if we 
wish to see the issue of such a policy as this, we 
have not long to wait for it. Jeroboam’s son and suc- 
cessor died by violence after a brief and wicked reign 
(1 Kings 15 : 257); the dynasty passed to other 
usurpers ; and so again and again, until after two 
centuries of bloodshed and revolution the kingdom of 
Israel disappears from history, under the mournful 
title of ‘‘the Lost Tribes.’’. For in such opportunist 
rule as the rule of this man there is no principle of 
stability, nothing which endures, nothing which leaves 
a memorial upon which future ages may look back 
with reverent pride, 

Autocracy and Democracy; they may both be 
beneficent, and both autocrat and democrat have often 
been the instruments of the Eternal Wisdom in fash- 
ioning the destinies of nations. Solomon may stand 
for the great Autocrat, the benevolent and wise Sultan 
who is the father'of his subjects ; Samuel may stand 
for the great Democrat, the true leader who reflects 
and interprets the uncoriscious purpose of a free peo- 
ple. But Rehoboam and Jeroboam show us these two 
contrasted systems at their worst, not at their best ; 
and the warning is not the less impressive that the 
two pictures are painted on the same canvas ard by 
the same brush. The Son of Sirach was surely right. 
The one is the man ‘ample in foolishness who let 
loose the people’’ ; the other is the man ‘‘who made 
Israel to sin’’—the one more fool than knave; the 
other. more knave than fool. 








By 






T WAS David's achievement to create and to con- 
solidate a kingdom, to change a group of weak 
and divided tribes into a strong, united, and 

happy nation, obedient to one God and loyal to one 
king. He was a born king of men, who threw the 
spell of his noble character over all who spoke the 
Hebrew tongue. He rose from the people, and he 
never lost touch with the people. He forgot self in 
toiling and fighting for a sacred cause. He won glory 
for himself in seeking the glory of God and of Israel. 
It was by such princely and generous traits that he 
attached to himself the enthusiastic allegiance of the 
people, and welded them into a compact and organic 
national unity. He was worthy of his name—the name 
around which all Israel rallied—David the Beloved. 
His kingdom was a true union of hearts. 

During his son's long reign Israel seemed to be 
solid for the union. For Solomon too had a kingly 
nature, and rendered splendid services to his country. 
He threw a glamor of romance over his nation. His 
personal beauty, his rich culture, his sagacious states- 
manship, his commercial enterprise, his cosmopolitan 
spirit, brought honor and éclat to himself and his 
kingdom. ‘‘Solomon in all his glory’’ became a 
proverb, and, while the government was upon his 
shoulder, the nation rose to the zenith of her earthly 
power. All nations seemed delighted to do honor to 
Israel's king. ‘So long as he was ‘on the throne the 
sword was sheathed. For he lived up to the fond name 
which he received from his warlike father. He was in 
reality ‘‘Solomon,”’ the Prince of Peace. His -victo- 
ries were those of peace, not of war. In Eastern 
lands peace is the all-inclusive blessing. To this day, 
when two Orientals meet, they still greet each other with 
‘«Shalom !"’ or ‘*Salaam !"’ which means ‘* Peace !"’ 

But no sooner had the scepter fallen from Solomon's 
hand than the Kingdom ‘of David was rent in 
twain. The division was never healed, and in theend 
it proved fatal to both the fragments of the dismem- 
bered nation. Israel’s palmy days were forever at an 
end. United, she was strong and fearless ; divided, 
weak and helpless. Nothing was left her but an ideal 
and a dream. She never, indeed, lost the hope of 
another David who should come and make her more 
glorious than ever, and her invincible idealism gave 
birth to Messianic prophecy. But her days of mate- 
rial splendor were gone never to return. 


The Heart-Disease of Nations 

Now what, we ask, were the causes of this historic 
disaster ?. And we are answered very simply, that ‘*‘ he 
cause was of God'’ (i Kings 12:15). That is, the 
chief or final Cause. Israel's downfall was a Divine 
Nemesis. Weare reminded of the words of the poet 
Schiller, ‘‘ The history of the world is the judgment 
of the world.’’ God reigns in righteousness, and 
shapes the destinies of men in accordance with their 
deeds. All-the great nations of antiquity were destroyed 
by internal rather than external causes. They died of 
heart disease. It was especially true of Israel, when 
she received the just.retribution of her sins, that her 
decadence began within. For the disruption of the 
nation there were political, moral, and religious causes, 
all of them inextricably intertwined with one another. 

Solomon's glory was achieved, and his fabulous 
wealth amassed, at the expense of the nation which 
God gave him to rule. His soaring ideas left the 
people far beneath him. Though his father was 
freely chosen to kingship by the nation, he graduaily 
shifted the center of political power from the com- 
monwealth to the court. He changed a democratic 
governinent into an autocracy. | He abused his power. 
His temple and his palaces were built by slaves. His 
glory rested on a basis of sweated labor. -He 
was lavish and wasteful of the nation’s resources. He 
used men as tools rather than as human beings. 

He had no idea of the spirit of disaffection which he 
was awakening in his dominions. He never heard 
the voices of murmuring. The human cry never 
pierced the walls of his lordly pleasure-houses. He 
imagined that all was well, for his flatterers never 
told himn the truth. The-splendor of the -sun that 
shone upon his throne'blinded him: to the: squalor 
around him: He belonged to that half of the world 
which never knows how the other half lives. Hehad 
the misfortune to be born with a golden spoon in his 
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The Causes of Israel’s Disruption 
the Rev. James Strachan, M.A. 


Was it necessary for God’s chosen and united peo- 
ple to be torn asunder in civil war, never to come 
together again? Is sin ever necessary? Think 
of these questions as you read this account of the 
causes that disrupted Israel. Think of what that 
people might have been, and what the world might 

ve been before now, th them, if obedience 
instead of disobedience had reigned. Let your 
Sunday-school class discuss it, For disobedience 

has not yet gone out of the world. 








mouth, and never to learn the lesson of sympath 
which only personal suffering can teach. To the one 
he never knew the bitter truth about his. glorious 
reign. He never realized that while he was making 
himself an everlasting name for wisdom and power 
his nation was smouldering with fires of inward dis- 
content, He was ‘‘the wisest of men,’”. yet he lived 
aiways in a kind of fool’s paradise. He did not know 
that his throne was over a volcano. 

Solomon dies, as he has lived, in peace. During 
his long reign rebellion never raises its grim head. 
His people are longsuffering. The memory of his 
father, and the sense of his own greatness and glory, 
hush their discontent into silence. But it is the omi- 
nous silence that precedes the bursting of a storm. 
The accession of Rehoboam is the signal for a sudden 
and complete change of policy. The people take 
counsel together and vow that their grievances shall 
at last be spoken and heard. As the freeborn serv- 
ants of God, they will claim their rights, assert their 
independence, demand for every man a man’s share 
in life’s happiness. Their burdens shall be lightened, 
The yoke of their oppressor shall be broken. Come 
what will, they and their children shall be free. 


Forcing Revolution on a People 

At this crisis it is evident how much depends upon 
the young man who is suddenly called to the helm. 
If he has a cool head and steady hand, the ship of 
state will safely ride the storm. But if he is giddy 
and wilful, shipwreck is inevitable. Now Rehoboam 
had all his father’s weaknesses without any of his 
greatness. He lived in childlike ignorance of the 
people whom he was predestined to rule. He never 
came into real contact with them. Heand they lived 
in different worlds. He was far above his fellows, 
beyond their teaching, out of the reach of their criti- 
cism. At the decisive moment there were wise old 
statesmen around him who offered him sound advice, 
the acceptance of which would even now have saved 
the situation. But there were insolent young courtiers 
who fed his vanity with the assurance that a greater 
than Solomon was there, that his little finger was 
thicker than his father’s loins! And as he believed 
them, his own and the nation’s fate was sealed. After 
three days’ deliberation the young king flung his in- 
tolerable threats and taunts in the people's faces. 
This was worse than a return to Egyptian bondage, 
and with one consent the North declared for instant 
separation. The die was cast. The sacred union of 
the twelve tribes was forever dissolved. 

It is strange’ to reflect that one man can have so 
much power for good or for ill. The fact is unques- 
tionable. If we want a parallel modern case, we may 
find it in Green’s ‘‘ History of the English People,”’ 
or Bancroft's ‘‘ History of the United States,’’ though 
fortunately the results have been very different. - The 
mother of the third King George of England used 
always to say to him, ‘‘George, be king!’’- And 
this second Rehoboam had all the pride and none of 
the wisdom of kinghood. . Among his counselors 
were some of the finest statesmen that have ever lived, 
—including the great Pitt,—who all advised him to 
listen to the just demands of England’s American 
colonists. But the party called the ‘*king’s friends”’ 
encouraged him in a policy of insolent: coercion. 
‘«They only are lions,’’ they said, ‘‘while we are 
lambs. If we take the resolute part, they will un- 
doubtedly be very meek."’ But meekness has its 
limit, as this king discovered too late, and, as Green 
says, ‘‘ the shame of'the darkest hour of: English his- 
tory lies wholly at his door.’’ 

The Romans. had a saying that ‘‘whom -the gods 
wish to destroy they first deprive of their senses.’’ 
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Rehoboam refused to believe that the people were 
really in revolt against him. The true tyrant always 
stands aghast at any contumacious display of spirit in 
underlings who are obviously born to be serfs or 
slaves. It seems incredible that they should dream 
of infringing his divine right to do as he pleases. 
Sull, it was apparent that something had to be done, 
and the young monarch sent a messenger to treat with 
the malcontents. The person chosen for this infi- 
nitely delicate and difficult task was the man whose 
very office was the symbol of the people’s humilia- 
tion-—‘‘ Adoram, who was over the levy,’’ or forced 
labor! Only a poet could do justice to the situation 
which was thus created.. Schiller dramatically de- 
picts the reception which the proud Swiss mountain- 
eers gave to the Austrian Landvogt who came to op- 
press them, and how Tell rese in wrath to champion 
the people's cause, and sent an arrow through Gess- 
ler’s heart—a rough kind of justice which gave the 
deathblow to tyranny in Switzerland. In the same 
spirit of revenge, which Bacon calls ‘ a wild justice,"’ 
all Israel rose against Adoram and ‘stoned him, that 
he died."’: Then the foolish young king’s eyes were 
at last opened, and his faint heart could not endure 
the sight of blood. When it comes to the test, 
the bully is a coward. Almost frightened out of his 
wits, the young king ‘* made speed to get him up to 
his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.’’ There was no 
more talk about.whips and scorpions, though to the 
end of his life he surely felt them lashing and sting- 
ing his own conscience. For his criminal folly had 
led to the disruption of a nation, to the rending of the 
seamless robe of state which David bequeathed. 

Yet let us not be too hard upon him. Judgment 
should be tempered with mercy. Others must share 
the burden of blame. We may not quite accept the 
saying, that ‘* to know all is to forgive all’’ ; but how 
much is explained if we remembet the young prince's 
pampered upbringing. His father proudly called him 
‘*Rehoboam,’’ which signifies ‘‘the people are en- 
larged.’’ But if Solomon did not mean his son to 
bring ridicule upon the name, if he did not wish him 
to be called rather ‘‘ the people are divided,’’ did he 
adequately train him for the tremendous responsibili- 
ties of kingship? Did he do everything in his power 
to enlarge his narrow mind? And is not a flash of 
light, or of lightning, shed upon the whole tragic story 
by the statement that the queen-mother— Rehoboam’s 
mother—was Naamah, the Ammonitess (1 Kings 14: 
21)? What did that poor heathen queen—one of the 
many who led the wise man’s heart astray to idolatry 
—know of the fitting discipline for a son who was to 
shepherd the people of God? And, once more, if We 
go still farther back, is not something in Solomon’s 
own character explained by Azs parentage? For good 
and evil alike, are not human lives and characters 
Strangely linked together ? 


The Age of Brass 

Be these things as they may, the glory was departed 
from Rehoboam’s kingdom, and greater humiliations 
soon followed. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, came up 
and captured Jerusalem, and ‘‘took away all the 
shields of gold which Solomon had made ; and King 
Rehoboam made:in their place shields of brass,’’ It 
was the best he could do, The age of gold was past 
and the age of brass had come. 

As for Jeroboam, the clever adventurer who took 
the tide at the flood, who rode on the crest of the 
wave to the place of highest power, he seemed to be 
the man of destiny. The hour was come, and the 
man. One cannot but feel that he began admirably. 
He sympathized with the popular feelings. . He inter- 
preted the national aspirations. He had the instinct 
of freedom. Perhaps, indeed, his motives were 
mixed. Perhaps he had also a thwarted conspirator’ s 
thirst for revenge, , At any rate he became the insti- 
gator of the democratic movement of Northern Isrvael. 
it was he who faced the tyrant, who asserted the peo- 
ple’s rights, and who finally vindicated their cause. 
But when he was rewarded with the supreme power 
in the newly-founded independent/kingdom,: he proved 
unequal to the greatness of this, opportunities, and in 
the end he bequeathed ‘to’ posterity ithe reputation of 
an apostate ‘‘who made Israel to-sin.”’ 

Lonpon, ENGLAND. 5 
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LESSON FOR JAN. I (1 Kings 12: 1-24) 







The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Ready for the New Year 


N PERSONAL prayer at home, and in the class, 
ask the Father that the new year's studies may 
mean a clearer vision than ever before of God's 

hand and purposes in the history of his péople, that 
we may be more deeply conscious of, and obedient 
to, his presence and purposes in our life to-day. 

After this, commence your home preparation by a 

study of McFadyen’s article in last week’s issue of 
the Times on ‘‘ Before the Kingdom Was Rent in 
Twain,” thus getting aclear view of the preceding 
history and facts of ‘Israel's national life. Then take 
Strachan’'s article in this week’s issue, on the page fac- 
ing this, and add to it Sanders’.3d to 5th paragraphs, 
on the facts preceding and tending to the Disruption. 
Do not leave this part of imp preparation until the 
historical situation is vividly clear to your own mind. 
For a broad, far-sighted view of the entire year’s 
work, every teacher, no matter what the age of his 
pupils, will do well to secure Dr. Sanders’ booklet,! 
which shows how to master the year's history, what 
reference books to choose from, and the plan and 
progress of the twelve-months’ course. 
ow you are ready to read the lesson passage it- 
self. Be sure, this week and throughout the year, to 
read the entire lesson passage, and not merely the 
rtion of it printedin yourlesson-help. The present 
esson is verses 1-24. Get your own impressions of 
the situation, and of the two leading characters; then 
read Bernard's character-sketch, in this issue. 


Starting the Lesson in Class 


‘“‘If I Were King,” what would I do? What 
short, safe, sure rule or principle can we think of 
which will give any king a successful reign? . What 
will insure his power? What will best win him the 
loyalty of his people? After drawing out the pupils’ 
thoughts on this, ask them to see whether they‘ can 
discover, in the:lesson, any light on the question. 

Admirable, introductions to the study of the year’s 
lessons, to use in class, are suggested in the eight- 
word sentence of Wells’ 5th paragraph, in Miss Lov- 
ett’s 2d and 3d paragraphs, and in the foot-rule of 
Hebrew history that Wells’ 6th to 8th paragraphs 
describe. ‘The counsel of Sanders’ Ist paragraph is 
well worth passing on to yourclass. A pian tocarry 
on through the year is suggested in Miss Lovett’s 
1st paragraph. And the fact that these lessons are 
given to us from two different points of view, which 
we do not even need to try to reconcile but which we 
may accept, is pointed out in Ross’ tst paragraph. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


To bring the entire lesson at once before the class, 
try Wells’ plan of reading it aloud in a novel wgy,— 
gth paragraph. ‘Then take the class with you on a 
visit to Shechem, in picture or description of both, as 
‘* Visiting the Lesson Scenes” makes possible. Had 
Solomon made ‘a wise, or unwise, preparation for his 
son’s reign? How? Ross’ 3d paragraph answers 
this ; let the class know also something about the 
factors dating far back in history that were tending 
toward a breaking up of the kingdom. 

But these facts did not need to disrupt the king- 
dom, or more than strain and disagreements and 
geographical inequalitiés and finally the tragic clash 
over states’ rights and secession needed to disrupt 
the United States of America. It depended, under 
God, upon the man at the head of the government, — 
if ever a tactful, wise, righteous ruler was needed. 

How did Rehoboam meet the need? Get the class 
tosay. Add to their comments from Beecher, on 
v. 6, Bernard’s article, and Ridgway’s 1st and Ross’ 
4th paragraphs. What great opportunity was offered 
to Rehoboam, in the way of a policy that, wisely car- 
ried out, might have saved and strengthened a united 
nation ? - Just the advice of his older counselors, was 
it not ?. Service. And he chose Selfishness. He had 
a chance to pour out his life for the people’s rights: 
he chose to insist on what he claimed to think were 
his rights.. Because he .would not bea servant, he 
found he could not be a king—over five-sixths of 
those whom he had expected to rule. 

If I were king, what. would I do? We have our 
answer as to what to do if we would succeed. ‘If 
thou wilt be a servant unto this people... they will 
be thy servants forever.” To be king doesn’t mean 
primarily an opportunity to have évery one serve you, 
but it means that you have eo opportunity 
of all to serve every one else. he King of all the 
world, Jesus Christ, has served the world as no one 





- 1 & Véar in the Study of Old Testament History,” to be had’ from 
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LESSON I. JANUARY I. THE KINGDOM DIVIDED 


I Kings 12: 1-24. Commit verses 13, 14 


Golden Text: Walk with wise men, and thou shalt be wise; but the companion of fools shall smart for it.—Proverbs 13 : 20 


6 And king Re-ho-bo’am took counsel with the old men, 
that had stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived, 
saying, What counsel give ye me to return answer to this peo- 
ple? 7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a 
servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and 
answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will 
be thy servants foreyer. 8 But he forsook the counsel of the 
old men which they had given him, and took counsel with the 
young men that were grown up with him, that stood before 

im. 9 And he said unto them, What Counsel give ye, that 
we may return answer to this people, who have spoken to me, 
saying, Make the yoke that.thy father did put upon us lighter? 
1o And the young men that were grown up with him spake 
unto him, saying, ‘hus shalt thou say unto this people that 
spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but 
make thou it lighter unto us ; thus shalt thou speak unto them, 
My little finger is thicker than my father’s loins. 11 And now 
whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add 
to your yoke : my father chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. 

12 So’Jer-o-bo’am and all the people came to Re-ho-ho’/am 
the third day, as the king bade, saying, Come to me again the 
third day. 13 And the king answered the people roughly, and 
forsook the counsel of the old men which they had given him, 
14 and spake to them after the counsel of the young men, say- 
ing, My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your 
yoke : my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. 15 So the king hearkened not unto the 
ar 2 ; for it was a thing brought about of Jehovah, that he 
might establish his word, which Jehovah spake by A-hi’jah the 
Shi’lo-nite to Jer-o-bo’am the son of Ne’bat. , 

16 And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion 
have we in David? neithér have we inheritance in the son of 
ane Fy to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, 

avid. So Israel departed unto their tents. 

The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 6.—Who was King Rehoboam? Is anything else 
known about these ‘‘ old '‘men’’ ? (Beecher; Ross, 4.) 

Verse 7.—Was this idea of greatness through service a 
new one, in the Old Testament, at this point ? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 8.—Is anything else known about these ‘‘ young 


_men’’ ? (Beecher; Ross, 4; Ridgway, 3.) 


Verse 9.—What yoke had’ béen put upon the people? 
(Beecher ; Ross, 3, 4; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 10.—What is the meaning of Rehoboam’s saying 
about his little finger? What motive might these young 
men have had for their advice ? (Beecher. ) : 

Verse 11.—Was the reference to scorpions literal, or 
figurative ? (Beecher ; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 12.—Who was Jeroboam? (Beecher; Ross, 5, 6.) 

Verse 15.—Is this to be understood as meaning that Re- 
hoboam had no free will in the matter? What word of 
Jehovah’s is referred to? (Beecher.) 

Verse 16.— What did the people mean by these refer- 
ences to ‘‘ portion’’ and ‘‘inheritance’’?? How much of 
‘*all Israel ’’ was probably present ? (Beecher. ) 

What other factors were working for the division of the 
kingdom besides Rehoboam’s folly ? (Ross, 2). 

Was Egypt the usual place of shelter for refugees? 
(Mackie, 1.) 

What hopes of a bright future for the northern kingdom 
might reasonably be had? (Ross, 8.) 

Wherein does Rehoboam’s choice confront men to-day ? 
(Pierson, 2.) 

In what sense was this catastrophe from God? (Ross, 
last two paragraphs.) 

How may this lesson be practically applied to a class of 
boys ? (Wells, 12.) 

Compare and contrast the two kingdoms (Sanders, 11.) 








else ever has or evercan. His principle of being a 
servant is the only pathway to real power and great- 
ness. ‘‘If any man would be first, he shall be... 
servant of all” (Mark 9: 35). None of us is called to 
be an earthly king nowadays; but we all of us are 
likely to want power and greatness in some line. 
There is only one way; see Ridgway’s 2d paragraph, 
and Illustrations 2, 3. "Who makes the best football 
captain? The fellow who best serves the entire team. 

hy was Jeroboam so promptly made king of the 
revolting tribes? _Because he had convinced them, 
in leading their protest at Shechem, that he was their 
most useful servant. Further light on his fitness is 
given in Beecher’s comment on verse 12, in Ross’ 5th 
and 6th paragraphs, and in Bernard’sarticle. Get the 
class’ opinion on Jeroboam and the outlook for his 
kingdom, but do not let the facts be known ; say that 
next week’s lesson will tell us more about that. 

The opportunity of being a servant, and how aking 
flung away a career and wrecked a nation by refus- 
ing to be a servant,—that is the great lesson of this 
lesson. Pierson's article drives the truth home. Tell 
of the 186 Chinese students who last year faced Re- 
hoboam’s choice and bettered it. That choice will 
confront you, in one form or another, as surely as you 
havetolive. Greatness or pettiness, success or wreck, 
is the issue. 












The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


HE Para.vev Passace.—The account in 2 Chron- 
icles 10 is a transcription from Kings, with slight 
changes for brevity and fluency. 

Time.—The lesson events occurred in the reign of 
Shishak, the founder of the twenty-second Egyptian 
dynasty, and near the time of the accession of 
Asshur-dan II in Assyria. The immediately pre- 
ceding period in the history of the great nations is 
one of deep meee though we know the one im- 
portant fact that neither Egypt nor Assyria had been 
in condition to interfere with the dominions of David 
and Solomon. The lesson synchronisms are fixed, 
whatever dates you assign in years B. C. The bib- 
lical data seem to place the events in 982 B. C., and 
the Assyrian data in 931 B. C.. 

Place.—Shechem in the territory of the seceding 
tribes. 

Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 6.—Rehoboam: Son and heir of King Solo- 
mon. Forty-one years old (1 Kings 14 : 21; 2 Chron. 
12:13). ‘* Young and tender-hearted ” (2 Chron. 13: 
7), according to the acpmmng 7% given seventeen years 
later by his ‘‘mighty” son Abijah. Some attempt to 
reconcile these statements by emending the text so 
as to make it read that he was twenty-one years old, 
but that makes more difficulties than it removes. 
The true understanding is that Rehoboam was a man 
who always remained vain and childish.—7%e o/d 
men: It would be an interesting exercise of the 
imagination to list and characterize these veteran 
cabinet ministers and other advisers of Solomon. 
The list would include Adoram (v. 18), and the 
prophets Ahijah and Shemaiah, and some of the men 
mentioned in 1 Kings 4, and perhaps others.—7<A/s 
people: See ‘all Israel,” verse 16. 

erse 7.—A servant unto this people this day: 
Treating them with deference such as a slave ex- 
hibits toward a master. The idea is that of influence 
through being conciliatory rather than of greatness 
through service ; but this latter idea is to the front in 
the Old Testament from the time when Abraham was 
chosen for the sake of the nations. 

Verse 8.— Young men: In the Bible this word is 
translated ‘‘ young men” only in this narrative and 
in Genesis 4:23. The usual translation is * chil- 
dren,” sometimes denoting sons or daughters, irre- 
spective of age, but commonly denoting young boys 
or girls (for example, Zech. 8:5), These advisers 
were childish persons of about Rehoboam’s own age. 
They had silly ideas of their own importance.. Some 
persons of that kind never cease to be babies. 

Verse 9.—T7he yoke: The burden of taxation, in 
property and labor, for maintaining the alleged ex- 
travagances of the court. Especially forced labor on 
the public works (v. 18), though not for the temple, 
since that was a matter finished thirty years before. 
The record abstains from saying whether their com- 
plaints were just. 

Verses 10-11.—My Jittle finger, etc.: I intend to 
exact from you more than = father did, as much 
more as a man’s loins are thicker than his little 
finger.— Scorpions ; The sting of a scorpion is more 

ainful than that of a lash, and the torture iasts for 

ours. Byso much as this will the new king be more 
severe than the old. Not so is the guess that 
the ‘‘scorpion” was an especially cruel implement 
for flogging. The king is advised to take pains to 
make his refusal contemptuous and insulting. 

Verse 12.—/eroboam: Read 1 Kings 11-14, also 
15: 34 and like passages. Additional items are 
given in the Greek copies at 1 Kings 12:24. He be- 
came the leader of the revolt through his reputation 
in northern Israel as an able man, in touch with the 
public labor question (1 Kings 11 ; 28 ff.). Probably 
the Egyptian government gave him moral support, 
being interested in weakening Israel by division. 

Verse 15.—Brought about of Jehovah: But of 
course Jehovah used means, the most effective means 
being the foolish free will of Rehoboam and the 
grown up babies who counseled him.—AH/7s word: 
See 1 Kings 11 :.29-39. 

Verse 16.—Ad/ /srael: Those participating in the 
transaction were an assembly of leaders representing 
all the tribes. Presumably they had also an army 
present.—Portion ... inheritance: They think of 
the royalty of the house of David as a common pos- 
session shared by all the families of Israel, and they 
now repudiate their share in it. 7 
Avupury, N. Y. 

5 4 


Dr. Beecher's ** Dated Events’’ will be of great help to 
you during 1911. $1.50 postpaid, from the Times. 
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God’s Work through Human Failure 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


NTERING upon this series of studies, we should 
recollect that what we have before us is not 
merely a narrative of events, but for the most 

art an interpretation of history. The outstanding 
eature of the account of the disruption of the King- 
dom is that the event is regarded from two different 

ints of view: from the nt of view of homan 
aiture and intrigue, and from the point of view of 
the Divine design and verdict. These two points of 
view are left unharmonized : as we must leave un- 
harmonized the same twofold aspect of many events 
in our own time. 

Tne Division or THE Kincpom as Crime anp Dis- 
ASTER.—The disruption had at least a threefold ori- 

in: in the despotism of Solomon, in the folly of 

ehoboam, and in the ambition of Jeroboam. 

Solomon had sown the seeds of the disaster by 
his betrayal of a sacred trust. He had failed to show 
himself in the deepest sense a ‘‘son of David.” He 
had succeeded to a kingship elective, founded on 
love, and theocratic—a vice-regency for God: he had 
turned it into a despotism, cruel, regardless of liber- 
ties, sordidly magnificent, and idolatrous. 

The gaudy folly of this ‘* most high and mighty 
Prince,” who wrote sententious proverbs which he 
could not keep,—himself the ‘‘unforgotten proverb 
of the ages,”—came out in his son Rehoboam. At 
the time of the Shechem convention, held to confirm 
his appointment ‘to the kingship, there is something 
jae y weak in his parrot-like repetition of what 

is youthful advisers urge him tosay,. There was 
evidently a coterie of young people about the throne 
who had thoroughly acquired the swagger of despotic 
courts; and Rehoboam, son of a heathen woman, and 
cradled in a cruel cult, echoes the bluster of the lads 
ignoring, in the persons of his father’s aged counsel- 
ors, that sacred past in which the divine designs for 
Israel were written large. Instantly the nation is 
ablaze. With incredible folly Rehoboam sends to 
quell the tumult one Adoram, a superintendent of 
that ‘* forced labor’’ which had galled the spirits of 
the people. -‘The superintendent is stoned to death. 
The young king, in alarm, takes to flight, and Jero- 
boam, an ex-superintendent of the corvée, is sum- 
moned to take control of the revolutionary movement. 

The summons was readily obeyed. The réle of 
rebel was not new to .Jeroboam, and it answered to 
his ambition. We*need ‘not doubt ‘that a generous 
heat of indignation had possessed him in the old days 
when, guiding the gangs of laborers as they wrought 
at the earthworks outside Jerusalem, he had seen 
how his brethren suffered under the despotism of 
Solomon. Perhaps the prophet Ahijah had seen the 
gleam of Mosaic wrath in the young overseer’s = 
and in a flash of sudden sight had perceived that 
within that wrath lay the fires of revolution and the 
hope of the emancipation of a people. The prophet had 
taken the overseer apart, and solemnly declared to 
him his destiny ; and ever since Jeroboam had watched 
his opportunity. Now his time has come. 

So far, the part se by Jeroboam may have 
been that of an enlightened emancipator ; yet the issue 
shows the base alloy in allhis motive. Jeroboam, like 
the last two members of the royal dynasty from which 
he revolted, became the betrayer of a sacred trust. 
So that this disruption came to be looked back upon as 
the saddest day in Israel ‘when Ephraim departed 
from Judah."" It ushered in for the northern nation 
a tumultuous history of nearly ceaseless revolution, 
bloodshed, and anarchy, and finally it led to Israel’s 
political and moral ruin. Folly and unfaithfulness 
to a divine ideal and a sacred trust had mortgaged 
and gambled away the prosperity, and finally the 
very life, of a nation of almost unexampled promise. 

THE Division OF THE KINGDOM AS IN THE DESIGN 
or Gop.—And yet there is another side to all this. 
‘This thing,” the prophet Shemaiah was authorized 
by the Lord to say of the revolution, ‘is from Me.” 

It is not to be wondered at that the contemporary 
ig mere should approve the revolt. The successors 
of S«muel could not but look on with misgiving, 
deepening into indignation, as they saw the throne 
of David made the seat of a despotism, vulgar, 
ostentatious, and profane. Perhaps they hoped that 
a new beginning might b> made unde a new 
dynasty, and they may have hoped that national 
unity would be soon restored, and — join in a 
great movement of reform. But the new régime 
proved worse than the old, and the Northern King- 
dom became a scene of degradation in religion and 
of internal warfare from which God-fearing men were 
glad to escape tothe quieter and more reverent South. 

And yet in the longer perspective possible to us 
now we can see it all was *‘ from God” ; that he 
overruled it all, as he overruled the kingship which 
he ‘* gave in his anger,” for good. 

For by this revolt of the boisterous North, the more 
patient lopatiats of Judah were — of much that 
stood between them and their fulfilment of Gcd's 
design. Judah was at least given a new opportunity. 
Worldly empire was now not to be thought of ; the 
best strain among the whole people, those who “‘ set 
their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel,” came to 
Jerusalem ; religion was freer to disentangle itself 
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from heathen elements; and Judah, protected, could 
more quietly “‘ wait for the salvation of God,” and 
the coming of the true ‘Son of David.” 
proved to be no more perfect than Israel; but in the 
result she showed that at her heart there was some 
good thing toward the Lord, for out of the Remnant 
that represented the last sifting of this much disci- 
ames tribe came He who was to heal the wounds of 
srael; and not Israel's only, but the wounds of our 
whole humanity, rent asunder by alienations and 
divisions and schisms because estranged from its God. 


Bryn Maweg, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo- 
American Congregation in Beyrout, Syria ~ 


J EROBOAM t¢he son of Nebat,... yet in Egypt 

(v. 2) From time immemorial Egypt has been 

a place of refuge for those who were sufferin 
persecution in Syria and Palestine, or had render 
themselves objectionable to the government in those 
lands. The most important instance was the flight 
of Joseph and Mary with the child Jesus into Egypt. 
During the last thirty years many eminent Syrians 
escaped to that country, and were unable to return 
to Syria until the deposition of the late Sultan. 

Thy father made our yoke grievous (v. 4). The 
yoke placed upon the necks of oxen as they plowed 
the fields or were driven round on the threshing- 
floors, was the familiar type of reluctant submission, 
the toil that could be exacted in terms of protection 
and sustenance. The pressure on the neck takes off 
the hair, and sometimes makes bleeding sores on the 
skin, or leaves it hard and encrusted. The term is 
constantly used by the Jews in relation to the keep- 
ing of the Mosaic yoke of the law. 

inger... loins... whips... scorpions (vs. 10, 
11). Such hyperbole by means of concrete instances 
enters largely into Oriental speech. ‘The scorpion, 
black or ashy-gray in color, is frequently met with 
by the peasants in turning over stones. The sting 
causes for several days, in addition to local swelling, 
a sensation of burning pain through the whole body. 

King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the 
faxes (v. 18). The payee. of taxes is always 
evaded by every possible device, and the custom of 
hiring out the collection of them to an official for a 
stipulated annual sum often led to. gross. injustice 
and tyranny. Atthe present moment a war is. being 


_ carried on against the Dryzes, to the-southeast of 


Damascus, because of their refusal to pay the Impe- 
rial tribute and the claims of the ruling families to 
collect such taxes for their own use. 


~ 
Good Recipes vs. Good Results 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


OW many good recipes does it take to make a 
good cake ? How many good rules does it re- 
quire to make a good ball-player ? How much 

ood advice does it take to make a successful life ? 

ehoboam’s difficulty, the cause of his failure and 
loss of power and usefulness, was not the lack of 
good counsel. All the wisdom in his father's three 
thousand proverbs, all the teachings of the law of 
God, all the good advice of the Hebrew sages of the 
time, were at the king’s disposal—and yet he misera- 
bly failed. Why was it? 

The ‘difference between the Christian and the 
non-Christian ideal of service is seen in the advice of 
the old men and the young courtiers—the difference 
between seeking to serve and to be served (Matt. 20: 
28). A similarcrisis confronts every man and woman 
on the threshold of their life-work: will they decide 
to use their opportunities, their powers, their money, 
to minister to their own selfish enjoyment and am- 
bitions, or will they devote them to the service of 
their fellow-men? ‘The former « rse spells ulti- 
mate defeat—it is the barbarous policy of savages; 
the latter course, with the blessing of God, reans 
Godlike success. Men delight to serve those whose 
manifest aim is to make their burdens lighter. 

How much wise and foolish counsel is given to 
those who hear the call of God to devote their lives 
to missionary service! Many have listened to the 
short-sighted counsel of selfish interests, but thou- 
sands have, thank God, followed the example of 
Christ, not that of Rehoboam. 

The Christian students in many heathen lands are 
setting an example to us in Europe and America. 
In China an educated man can earn from five to ten 
times the amount in business or in government 
service that is possible in Christian work, and yet 
last year one hundred and eighty-six Chinese stu- 
dents in Peking University sign’ d a covenant to de- 
vote their lives to preaching the gospel. They are 
convinced that in this way they can best lighten the 
burdens of their fellow-countrymen—the burdens of 
poverty, of ignorance, of sin. 

Brook yn, N. Y. 


tudah ~ 
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‘The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Solomonic Toboggan.— Two ago we saw | 
the Jews, hand in hand with , climb up from 
nowhere tothe bigest place in the world’s prosperity. 
This year we shall see them let go of God’s hand and 

to worse than Newhere. Weshall see Israel 
1000 B.C. match Coatesville A.D. 1900. With God— 
up. Without God—down; ~ Solomon in all his glory 
had a son. Grandfather David, self-made,—a mas- 
terful man and the leader in Zion church—well off— 
lives up in the fine big house—honored by all the 
world. Then hisson Solomon—noble young fellow— 
active in the Sunday-school—level headed—devoted 
to his good.old father David. But Daviddies, Solo- 
mon has to runthings now. Drops out of church and 
Sunday-school. Oh yes, he goes—sometimes, Mar- 
ries one of the Rittenbockers and enters *‘ society,” 
and ornaments it too, ‘‘ Society” doesn’t go to Sun- 
day-school, Then comes Solomon’s boy Rehoboam. 
Poor fellow, he gets no upward push from his father, 
and every night at the Onyx-Mahogany we can see 
him on his way down, Cut loose from God and your 
boy is doomed. (Deut. 12: 28.) 


** Ich Dien.” —// thou wilt be a servant unto this 
people (v.7). The way tothe master’s office is through 
the servant’shall. Tohaveall thingscome your way 
serve your day and generation. Yes, young lady, 
you must be a ‘servant girl.” Yes, old fellow, you 
must be a ‘‘hired man” (Matt. 20: 26, 27). Do you 
want a fortune? Serve your fellow-men better than 
they ever have been served. Oliver and McCormick 
gave the farmers a good plow and a good mowing 
machine and the farmers overwhelmed them with 
wealth. Pullman made traveling a delight and a 
golden river rolls the Pullman way. ‘The ‘‘ world 
of business” is only the serving of our fellow-men. 
Do you know anybody who lives the idle gentleman 
on inherited money? Ever notice how the world 
holds him incontempt? You don’t find such a man 
on Boards and doing things. All the bank direc- 
tors are ‘‘servingmen.” Solomon's palace-bred boy 
Rehoboam couldn’t have his grandfather's farm- 
taught wit and piety. Read Psalm 72, David for 
Solomon, and note the godly father. David knew 
how to serve and pray. The grandson didn't, 


*¢ The Fellows.”’— 7he young men that were grown 
up with him (v. 10). Nothing more noble than fine 
oung men (except lovely young women), and they 
ve their'uses, but giving advice is not one of these 
uses, Too fiery. Always havea chip on the shoul- 
der. It, is. always a young man who writes the 
‘* sassy ” letter—who makes the ‘‘ smart” and peppery 
reply. The young man hasn’t learned the catching 
uality of ‘‘molasses.’”’ Rehoboam consulted ‘the 
ellows.” Many a wise father sends his boy away 
from home to get him rid of those ‘‘ that were grown up 
with him.” The gilded youth. Nothing so danger- 
ous as a pig-headed youngster. It is for young men 
to do things. It is for old men to tell the best way 
to do them. 

The Mule-driver.— 7he king answered the people 
roughly (v. 13). The situation seems familiar (Prov. 
15:1) Yes, George, he was a fool. Whom should 
he have consulted ? (Ezek. 36: 37.) What his grand- 
father did (1 Sam. 23: 2). If you ever get the idea 
your fellow-men are only cattle you will be on thin 
ice. Many a son of Aa king, has been reho- 
boamed because he forgot that after all he was 
only a son of Jesse, farmer. Never speak roughly. 
Weakness. Cultivate the kindly voice for with it goes 
the kindly manner. Rough words no sign of power. 
‘I have to swear to get things done,” said a 
swearer I was calling down. Masterful men arequiet 
men. The ‘‘cusser” gets only eye service. Other 
men are like you. Who will get the best service out 
of you? No wise manager will tolerate the cursing, 
mule-driving kind of a foreman. It is too costly. 
The quiet little General Grant, Napoleon Bonaparte 
kind of a fellow with the mild voice and the quiet 
manner is the chap who gets there—and stays there. 
‘‘ Now, men,” I have heard him gently say, ‘‘itisa 
pretty cold day but I think if every man will do his 

est we can get it done before night and surprise the 
‘old man.’ And you ought to have seen the dirt fly 
and keep flying all day as no profanity ever could do. 

The Yoke-adders.—/ wi// add to your yoke (v. 14). 
Think of it! A ‘boss” to deliberately resolve to 
make life harder for a fellow mortal. Almost every 
soul carries a burden (Gal. 6: 5; Psa. 55:22). Would 
you add to it? The man with the cancer. The 
woman with the sorrow. Your father, mother, 
brother, sister. Pile on the load. The father striv- 
ing and struggling to name the family nicely. Run 
him in debt, will you? Oh, ye women who haunt 
department stores, do the girls say as you approach, 
‘* Here comes the curse”? Or do you come into the 
stuffy store with all the freshness of the out-of-doors 
in your manner and with the smile andthe kind word 
and a touch of —? for girls bravely making 
their way? Girls often carrying an old and helpless 
father and mother. Yoke-adders never fare well. The 
Bourbons lost France, Spainlost Cuba. The Areri- 
can Revolution was not the last ‘‘'yoke-adder ” strike. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


1.ESSON FOR JAN. I (1 Kings 12 : 1-24) 





From the 
Editor’s Note Book 





i hes new series of remarkable * side- 
i ** on the Old. Testament les- 
sons »-has commenced,—one was 
published last week, two more are in this 
issue. They are under preparation by 
many of the strongest Bibdle scholars in 
America, Great Britain, and Europe,— 
more than two score articles of the sort 
described in the following paragraphs : 


Great Cities of Old.—Dr. Henry T. 
Sell’ s series of articles on the cities of the 
New Testament, in 1909, made an excep- 
tional impression. He is to write again, 
and says the following: ‘‘The power of 
the cities of the Old Testament was even 
greater than those of the New Testa- 
ment. It was in the hands of fewer 
men and more despotic. Under the 
sway of absolute monarchs the devel- 
opment of life and civilization was 
dissimilar, All the cities of the New 
Testament were under the sway of one 
government, that of the Roman, and 
permeated by Greek ideas of liberty. 
As the Jew came intimately in contact 
with the cities of the old East he had 
much to do with changing their religious 
ideals, “What he did in two such cases, 
and how he did it, will be wrought into 
articles on Nineveh the Magnificent, and 
Babylon, the Queen City of the Plains.’’ 


The Old Testament’s Messiah.—A 
sympathetic, evangelical construction, 
out of the leading Old Testament Mes- 
sianic prophecies and references, of the 
Christ as he was known to the thus as- 
sembled, best, composite Old Testament 
mind and heart. How is such a mar- 
velously accurate and ‘detailed account as 
Isaiah 53 accounted for? By the Rev. 
R. Bruce Taylor, M.A., London, Eng- 
land. 


Enchantments, Sorcery, and Spirits.— 
A popular account gathering together 
all that is known of the practises in these 
fields in Old Testament times, what they 
professed to do, what they really did and 
how they did it, what the demoralizing 
and sinful influence or effects were, how 
much they are referred to in the Bible. 
By the Rev. G. E. White, D.D., Dean 
of Anatolia College, Marsovan, Turkey. 


Jeremiah, Prophet and Man.—Can we 
know him as a real man? What were 
his human characteristics ? What was his 
training? Why did God work through 
him? What was his power among men? 
How does his message differ from those 
of all the other prophets, and what has it 
in common? How is his life and per- 
sonality distinctive among all the proph- 
ets? By Professor George L. Robin- 
son, M.A., Ph. D., McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


The World Powers of Jeremiah’s Day. 
—Which nation had the supremacy ? 
What is shown in the flight of Chal- 
deans at the approach of Pharaoh ? 
What other nations were great? Was 
there any lesser nation which was a key 
to the balance of power among the pow- 
ers? The article is to give a glimpse of 
the political world of that day.—By Pro- 
fessor A. R. S. Kennedy, M.A., D.D., 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland. 


Nebuchadrezzar, Giant of Babylon.— 
A character sketch of this man as a man 
and a king, showing that best side which 
seeined to respond so freely to the best 
influences, together with his unworthy 
side ; all the light that archeology gives 
on him; the striking ways in which he 
was made God's instrument; what he 
did, as ruler, for his people. By the 
Rev. W. M. Clow, 
Scotland. 





B.D., Glasgow, | same as when Rehoboam had his 
| appointment and Jeroboam suddenly rose to 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


A Wor» FROM THE EDITOR. —These studies 
apply what is known as the Underwood ‘l'ravel 
System to the lessons of 1911. A_ patented 
map connected with this system is reproduced 
herewith. If, at the opening of the lesson, the 
teacher will, by the use of the map and the de- 


scription, or better, of the map and the stereo- 
graph (a beautiful ‘phategeaphne view of Pales- 


Stine, for use in the stereoscope), get clearly in 
the minds of the pupils the set of the lesson's 
events in Palestine, it will help as no other 
method can to give a sense of reality to those 
events and a lasting impression of them. Forty- 
A ary te places wi oi wing, : It; 
-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if or- 
dered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered 
case will be given free. The First Quarter's 
lessons will call for thirteen stereographs, cost 
$2.17. ‘The January lessons by themselves call 
for five stere Ss, cost 83 cents, Eleven 
places visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911, so 
persons already owning the 1910 material need 
order only ree? band new stereographs this 
year, or only eight for the first quarter. Less than 
four stereographs in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscope, cents. Express or postage is 
repaid. Orders should be sent to ‘he Sunday 
i Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

HE place where members of the ten 
northern Hebrew tribes declared their 
independence of King Rehoboam’s 

rule is just as real as Philadelphia; the 
identity of Shechem is established beyond 
doubt. Find Shechem near the middle of 
our special map of a part of modern Pales- 
tine. On Mount Ebal the number 1 is 
marked, with two heavy straight lines 
spreading from it southwestward to Mt. 
Gerizim and beyond. J/ you stand to-day at 
that spot marked 1, and look southwest over 
the space included between those two spread- 
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Map Patent No, 656, 9 by Under wood & Underwood, 
tain Great Britain. 


ture, sloping steeply downward into a valley 
where there are orchards and level fields. Be- 
yond the orchards and fields you see a town 
of square, whitewrshed houses, most of them 
small, some flat-roofed, some with low round- 
ing roofs, On either side of the town and 
beyond it stand big, rather bare-looking hills, 
one beyond another. 

This is where the convention was held. 
Rehoboam, who wished to have his sover- 
eignty formally acknowledged by the north- 
ern tribes, had come up here frem Jerusalem, 
about forty miles away at your left. The 
delegates representing the northern tribes 
had come from districts off behind you and 
to the right and left; they had journeyed 
various distances, —twenty, forty, some per- 
haps sixty or eighty miles, 

During the reign of Rehoboam’s father, 
Solomon, every householder here in Shechem 
town, every owner of an orchard or a field 
down in this valley, had been obliged to pay 
heavy taxes for the support of royal splendor 
over in ).susalem, Camels and donkeys had 
toiled over the very road you see now, carry- 
ing money and goods of various sorts as tax 
payments from men in the tribal districts be- 
yond here. And yet Rehoboam foolishly 
blustered and threatened to make their taxes 
heavier still ! 

To see the place yourself, practically the 
oem dis- 





al power, use the stereograph entitled 
* an early center of Hebrew his- 
tory, southwest from Mount Ebal.’’ 


% 
The Illustration Round-Table 


Kept by His Associates.— Walk with wise 
men, and thou shalt be wise (Golden Text). 
**We never lost a man,’’ said the guide to 
me at Niagara when a of us were to go 
under the falls and thro the Cave of the 
Winds. Yet they would have lost me that 
trip but for one thing. In passing over the 
pons no Sen and the blinding 
spray guide made us fake hold of hands, 
and when I completely lost my footing the 
men who were with me held me up. iag- 
ara Falls is not the only place where a man’s 
associates can keep him from falling. — Fred- 
erick Hall, Dundee, Lil. 


Good Words That -— Wilt serve 
them, ... and speak good words (v. 7). Ap- 
preciation of the worth of the the 
other man is selling has sold many a bill of 
rival goods. ‘* These insurance companies 
that you mention are all good,’’ said the 
agent sincerely; ‘the question is, What 
kind of insurance do you want?’’ ‘*I’ll 
give you ten minutes to tell me about yours. 
I did intend to slam the door on you, but 
you are the first man who has allowed that 
there could be anything good but his own.’’— 
William J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. From 
The Christian Endeavor World. The prise 
Sor this week is awarded to this illustration, 

Making Others Our Servants.—// thou 
wilt be a servant unto this people this day, 
and wilt serve them, and answer them, and 
speak good words to them, then they will be 
thy servants for ever(v. 7). A gentle, sweet- 
voiced woman of seventy, born and bred in 
an English town, has told a story of her 
youth and age which might well be named 
*¢ From Generation to Generation.’’ 

** T left school at sixteen,’’ she said. ‘* Too 
young, we should now think. My mother 
was wise enough to take advantage of my 
zeal for helping folk, and to direct it. She 
set me to teach some children who came to our 
house three evenings in a week. for an hour. 


‘| Presently some of the mothers, who could 
‘| not read or write; joined my class, I taught 


them a little sewing and cooking as well as 
the three R’s. In four years there were 
about twenty children and women who had 
learned something in that small, primitive 
evening school, 

** Then I married and went to America to 
live. Years passed, and my only daughter 
grew up, married an Englishman, and found 
her home in my old English town, Then 
came the wonder. My daughter was speed- 
ily surrounded by a group of loyal, although 
humble friends, My few seeds of teaching 
have come back to my daughter and her chil- 
dren in an abundant harvest of gratitude and 
service, Inthe years that have elapsed since 
my daughter’s marriage, the comfort of her 
little family and often its safety have rested in 
the hands of these devoted women. The hours 
of that evening school were the best invest- 
ment I ever made from a worldly point of 
view, and judged by spiritual standards, they 
have brought me a fortune.’’— William. /. 
Hart, Utica, D.D., N.Y. From The Youth's 
Companion. 


Why to Show Courtesy.—And the king 
answered the people roughly (v. 13). ‘*My 
boy,’’ said a tather to his son, ‘‘ treat every- 
body with politeness, even those who are 
rude to you; for remember you show cour- 
tesy to others, not because they are gentle- 
men, but because you are one.’’—/uniata 
Rohrback, Washington, D. C. From The 
Record of Christian Work. 


Our Ears Stopped.—So the hing heark- 
ened not unto the people (v. 15). Miss Slat- 
tery at Northfield told of hearing an older 
sister calling to the little sister, and the little 
girl had her hands over her ears. The older 
girl called louder and louder. Finally the 
little girl shouted : *‘ Don’t call any Jouder, 
I can’t hear you anyway.’’ Is not. this the 
way we often treat God? We make up our 
minds we will not obey, no matter how long 
and how loud he may call us.—Afary £. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn, 

When You Say “ Must.”— 7%e king 
hearkened not unto them. ... So Israel re- 
belled against the house of David unto this 
day (vs. 16-19). Little four-year-old Bud was 
playing with his older sister, Ethel, when 
some plaything was needed from below. 
** Bud, you go downstairs and get it.’’ The 
young man hesitated, and looked as if he 





OSI 


was thinking, ‘* You might have said please,” 
** But, Bud, 7 must, I am the mother, 
and I am the oldest.”’ The little chap 
straightened himself up and stamped his little 
foot and said: ‘* Well, Ethel, if I must, I 
won’t.’’ Bud had a great deal of human 
nature and Ethel was slightly lacking in tact. 
From The Expositor. 


% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Almighty 
pee Se eee weenie We thank er} - 

e e i people of old. 
ov aien ie clnting sobteada Gua short of 
thy design for them ! How patiently didst thou 
encourage into life the least spark of devotion 
and obedience in them! Our Father, we in 
this latter day, servants of thine upon the earth, 
desire to spend and be spent in more faithful 
and unbroken service. Cleanse us, we beseech 
thee, of all pride and vainglory. Teach us to use 
power not rudely, but with tender strength. And 
se we take counsel with thy Spirit more than 
with man for guidance in the deep and solemn 
silences of life when we are quite ~ to with thee. 
May we be not yoke-makers but yoke-mates 
for those with whom our lot is cast. Help us to 
be habitually and humbly far more considerate 
of others than we expect others to be of us. 
May the kingly spirit within us hold our words 
and deeds to the simple serving of others. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Two teachers worked 
together in the same college. One greeted 
a new class with, ‘* Now I want every man 
in this room to understand distinctly that I 
shall tolerate no nonsense, There must be 
perfect order in the room.’’ And there 
never was after that. The other teacher said 
nothing about order. He never had to. 
What he taught he made so interesting ; 
what he said was always so warm and friendly 3 
what he expected was always so worthy ; 
what he would do for any man in the class 
was always so generously helpful that his 
class never needed a single word about 
order. He was there to help, and the men 
knew it. The old advisers of Rehoboam 
understood that principle. Fierce severity 
begets the need for more of the same sort. 
True service sweetens life for the served 
and the servant. 





VERITY 


REHOBOAM CHOSE VST - 


RVICE 
MY CHOICE? 


Boys, do you ever treat a younger fellow 
roughly just because youcan? Some of the 
‘*kids’’? have a pretty hard time of it. 
Couldn’t you see how to help them a bit? 
And some grown men have strange ideas of 
power when they make work harder than it 
needs to be for employees just because they 
can, and to show their authority! They 
only show their folly. Instead of making 
the yoke heavy, get under it and lift! 7 az 
is service. 


- PHILADELPHIA, 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* Thy Kingdom come, O God.”’ 
** Revive thy work, O Lord." 
** A charge to keep | have."’ 
** Nearer, my God, to thee.’’ 
** Jesus shall reign where'er the sun."’ 
** My soul, be on thy guard.’’ 
** Our God, our help in ages past.’’ 
‘* Guide me, O thou Great Jehovah.”’ 
Ref in parenth are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book *‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 2 : 5-0 (4 : 1-4). 

Psalm 82 : 1-6 (167 ; 1-3). 

Psalm 1o1 : 1-8 (202 : 1-4). 

Psalm 119 : 45-48 (248 : 3-6). 

Psalm 146 : 1-3 (315 : 1-3). 
% 


Lesson Home-Readings 


saat under the — of — ee achat 
itori: iatio the inter- 
Assoc mm, and, approvs y e inter 








M.—t1 Kings 12 : 1-24 . The Kingdom Divided 

‘T.—1 Sam. 8 : 10-22. The ‘‘ Manner of the 
King "’- Predicted. 

W.—1 Kings 10 : 1-29. The ‘‘ Manner of the 
King "’ Verified. a” 


T.—1 Kings 11 : 26-40 . The Prophecy of Ahi- 
jah, the Shilonite. 
F.—Prov. 4: 1-19. . . Avoiding Evil Counsel. 
S.—Prov. 15 : 20-23 . The Wise Hearkeneth to 
Reproof. 
S.—Psa. 1 : 1-6 . Walking not in the Counsel of 
the Wicked. 
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‘Little Talks from Pell’s Notes—15 


s HEY dosed him with pills and potions, 





the night like tireless angels. 
his pulse as a man watches a Wall Street 
stock indicator. 
blocks of ice and thawed it out again with 
alcohol. 
steaming - broths, fragrant flowers and in- 
quiries of 
poured out without counting—and time and 
labor and strength. 
add a few more fragile years to one poor mor- 
tal life. 
if we could but believe in the life’ eternal 
as we believe in this frail life mortal, would 
we not do as much for a man to save him 
from eternal death? But we don't even offer 
to go for the doctor."’ 


Try Pell’s Notes Without Cost 


and nourished him seven times a 
day. They hung over him through 
They watched 
They froze his spine with 
Friends came with proffers of aid, 
tender solicitude. Money was 
And it was all done to 


And I said to myself: O my soul, 


Just to get you to test it, if you will order a dollar’s worth or more of any of the 
following books and booklets by Dr. Pell as soon as you see this ad., we will include a 


year’s subscription to Pell’s Notes absolutely free. 


This will give you a chance to find 


out why this unique lesson help is so highly prized by the world’s most progressive Sun- 


.day-school workers using the International lessons. 


send the NOTES two years. 


Or for a dollar bill we will 


And if you are not satisfied a/ter three months’ 


trial, say so, and you shall have your money back. Don’t trouble to write 


a letter. 


may be sent at our risk, 


liour name and address: 


PPC: s vcncssidubrenshedaanioneds eeekesneresadenseniebed 


. Peayers. (A beautiful little gift book) . 


A Prayer for Each Day of the Week (a 
pretty booklet in an envelope) » «in 


. The Life Worth While 


. Secrets of True Success 
tion) 


10 
(vest-pocket edi- 
rebe  * EE 


ROBERT HARDING COMPANY, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


- $ 25 | —_ 


Simply mark in the blank spaces the number of copies of each book you want, 
sign your name here, cut out this ad, and send it to us with the money, 


A dollar bill 


. Superintendent's Book of Prayer 


0 eet -50 
. Little Guideposts in the Way to Life | “" . 1.00 
. Secrets of Successful Sunday-school 
Teachers (will be ready soon) yi) 5.00 
. My Boy (A father’s tribute to hisson) . . .10 
. The Benevolent Jew. . . . . s. 4.6 « ats 15 








For the Old Testament Lessons in ton 


Chronology in the Bible 


By Professor W1Luts J. Beecuer, D.D., 
of Auburn Theological Seminary. A 
brief study of the sources and principles 
of Bible chronology, with a comparative 
chart of the kings of Judah and Israel, 
Assyria, and Babylon, Just the help 
needed on Bible dates and events, 25 cts. 


Dated Events 
of the Old Testament 


By Professor WILLIs J. BEECHER, D.D. 
A scholarly treatise. Chronological 

- tables, accompanied by exhaustive ex- 
planatory notes. An_ indispensable 
handbook for the careful student, 
teacher, or preacher, $1.50. 


THE SUNDAY ScHOoL Times COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


LESSONS FREE 


In Your Own Home 


In order to make our home study courses known 
in your locality we will give rab int free—96 
lessons for either Piano, Organ, Violin, Guitar, Banjo, 
Mandolin, or Cornet.’ In return we ask that you 
recommend our Institute to your friends after you 
learn to play. It matters not whether you are a be- 
ginner or an advanced pupil, the lessons will be made 
suitable to your need. It is not necessary that you 
know one note from another. The lessons are so 
simple and easy that Any person or little child who 
can read English can learn them. You will receive 
one lesson weekly, and your only expense during the 
time you take the lessons will be the cost of posta 
and the music you use, which is small. ‘Thousands 
have learned by mail and you can do the same. 

Don’t say you cannot learn music, but send for 
our free booklet and tuition offer. It will be sent by 
ceturn mail free. 


INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MUSIC 
98 Fifth Avenue, Dept. 185, New York City 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send 
‘or a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 














JUST PUBLISHED I 
The Companion Bible 


A new Edition of the English Bible. It will 
be published in Four instalments, each con- 
Caiaing trom three to four hundred pages. 
he r yo mes will be 
il. 
il. 
iv. lew Testament. 
it will bea pep eaploneiete Bible designed 
for the general use ali English readers 
throughout the world. 
it will have an amount of information 
(much ‘of it hitherto inaccessible to the ore 
dinary English reader) in its wide re 
not to be found in any edition of the A ore 
ized Version extant. position, in these 
» is unique. 
$1.50 per volume. 


The New Testament 


In the Revised Version ot 1881 
With Fuller References 
The Labor of 37 Years 
This book places at the d 
students the results of Fe is 
research, in December, 1873, the Tes- 
tament Com of Revisers requested Dr. 
Scrivener and . Moulton to undertake 
the work of drawing up marginal references. 


Prices $3.00—$4.25, and 
Oxford India Paper $7.50 
An indispensable aid to all Bible readers, 


es| lly to ministers, m 
and Bible workers. 


How to Study the Bible 


including the best texts to use in 
with different classes of — 
and how to use them. 
By Rev. R. A Torrey, D.D. 
8vo. Limp Cloth. 35 cents 





of Bible 











SLATTERY » BRYNER = CORK = McELFRESH 


NTRIBUTE TO THE EVANGE f M BARTON 


VELAND 











Sold by all booksellers. A full descriptive 
circular on request. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
BRANCH, 35 W. 32nd St., NEWYORK 














| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
BEFORE THE LESSON. 


HIS is the first day of the new year, 
and Sunday, too. Let us sing ‘* Happy 
New Year to all.”” We want not only 
the first day of the new year to be happy, 
but every day. How many days will there 
be in this year, and what is its name ? (Write 
‘* We want 365 happy days in 1911.) One 
of our Bible texts teaches how all the days 
may be happy. (Repeat the Golden Text 
for ‘the first quarter’s Review, March 26: 
‘*Happy is the people whose God is the 
Lord.’’ Review this from week to week.) 
Sing : 
‘* Then a very happy good morning 
To all you children so dear."’ 
“ Carols.” 

LESSON TEACHING. —People are wiser and 
happier who follow the teachings of older 
friends, 

Once their lived a prince whose father was 
so wise that people came from far and near 
to ask questions, or to hear him talk. Many 
of his wise sayings have been gathered into 
a book of the Bible called Proverbs. (Show 
it.) Many of these wise words were spoken 
by King Solomon to his sons, the princes, 
Solomon wanted them to be wise, because 
one of the princes would some day be king 
in his place.. He said to them one day, 
** Walk with wise men and thou shalt be 
wise.”’ 

Solomon felt just as your parents do when 
they want you to play with nice little boys 
and girls, because people act very much 
like others with whom they stay. Did you 
ever hear about a strange little animal called 
the chameleon which God has made? It 
changes its color to match whatever it crawls 
upon, ~When on the dull ground it looks 
brown. If on a green tree it turns green, 
etc., Just so, boys who play with other 
boys who cheat, tell lies, or swear, are apt 
to do the same. If girls..play with rough, 
noisy girls, they become rough and _ noisy, 
too. When children play with others who 
are gentle and polite it helps them to be the 
same. 

So King Solomon hoped that the princes 
would listen to older, wiser men, and be 
wise. The oldest prince was Rehoboam, so 
when Solomon died Rehoboam became king. 
From all over the country people came to 
the great city to see him crowned, just as 
people will gather in England this year to 
see King George crowned. 

Before long some of Rehoboam’s people 
came to ask him to make their work a little 
lighter and easier,—then they would gladly 
serve him. F 

Rehoboam answered, ‘‘Go home, and 
come again for my answer in three days.’’ 
After they had gone, Rehoboam called the 
older, wiser men, and asked what he should 
do. They said, ‘If you treat the people 
kindly, and try to please them, and speak 
good words to them, they will serve you for- 
ever.’”? It was too bad that Rehoboam did 
not follow the teachings of these older, wiser 
friends, who had known his father Solomon. 
Instead of doing so, Rehoboam gathered his 
younger, foolish companions, and told them 
what the people wanted. They said, ‘* Don’t 
do as the old men told you, but make the 
rie believe that you are stronger than your 
father, and make them work harder than ever 
before.’’ ~ 

After three days the people came back, 
hoping that Rehoboam would promise to be 
a good, kind king. Instead of that he an- 
swered roughly with cross words, saying that 
the people must work harder and pay more 
money to the king than ever before. 

The people were so disappointed that they 
turned away, saying to each other, ‘*Go 
back to your tents, O Israel ;. we will choose 
another king of our own.’’ So Rehoboam 
lost nearly all of his people because he did 
not follow the teachings of his older, wiser 
friends. He might have been a happy 
king had he listened to the wise old men. 
** Walk with wise men, and thou shalt be 
wise ; but the companion of foolish men shall 
be destroyed.”’ 

AFTER THE LESSON. 


Talk of the nation’s. ruler, and interest 
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wise and-good and kind. Close by singing 
** God Save the King,’’ or ‘* America.’’ 

Give out simple souvenir cards, and let 
the children write ‘A Happy New Year’”’ 
on one side. The older ones may write on 
the other side, ‘‘ Happy is the people whose 
God is the Lord,’”’ 


Cuicaco, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


HIS year I shall dictate a lesson outline 
to my girls. SolI explained that we 
would make one each Sunday and that 

we would follow the plan in our lesson 
story. To-day’s outline included 1, The 
History ; 2, ‘the Book ; 3, The Two Nations ; 
4, The Advisers. Titles, memory verses, 
and any individual notes were added later. 
These outlines were made on tablets and each 
girl’s page was preserved in an envelope con- 
taining her name. Alice is to be ‘‘ keeper 
of the envelopes,’’ for we will use them again 
in our preparation for review. Perhaps at 
the end of the quarter our outlines may be 
bound into a little book. 

When I asked my first question in review 
history, ‘* Who led the children of Israel out 
of Egypt,’’ I wish you could have heard the 
answers. I sawin a moment that I must 
give them a skeleton of the whole history of 
Israel and show Abraham, Joseph, Moses, 
Joshua and Solomon in relation to the entire 
development. Sol went fishing. I ‘fished ’’ 
for some familiar event from which to begin 
our year’s lessons. A large part of my time 
was spent in relating the great epochs in 
Hebrew history from Abraham to Solomon, 
giving the girls an idea of what Israel had 
developed from and Jehovah’s plan for her 
future. Very briefly I continued the ‘‘ pre- 
view,’’ explaining how both kingdoms turned 
from Jehovah and suffered captivity, how 
the remnant returned, rebuilt Jerusalem, and 
then Christ came. 

Not much was known in class about the 
book of Kings, so I explained about the un- 
known author and the compiler, the three 
sources of information, the three general divi- 
sions of the book, its ‘purpose, its relation 
to Chronicles, and then we recited the names 
of the books of the Bible from Joshua to 
Esther. 

The golden age of Israel had just passed. 
She had reached her greatest glory under 
David and Solomon. Who was Solomon’s 
successor? Where washecrowned? What 
delegations came to the king? Who led 
them? What did they desire? How had 
their yoke been heavy? I told of the vast- 
ness of Solomon’s court and we read 1 Kings 
4: 22, 23. What was Rehoboam’s answer? 
‘To whom did the king then go for advice ? 
Was this a good thing to do? Who were 
these men? What did the old men advise? 
Was it right for a king to bea servant? 
Who was. that greatest King who said, ‘I 
came nat to be ministered unto but to minis- 
ter’?? Was this good advice? Why didn’t 
Rehoboam take it? Why do you think he 
went to the young men? Do you think 
Rehoboam imagined they would advise dif- 
ferently? People generally go for advice to 
the people who agree with them. What did 
the young men advise ? What was the effect 
of this on theking ?. What kind of man does 
this prove him? Whose advice was he really 
following? Could he have had even better 
advice? To whom might Rehoboam have 
gone for the best advice? We marked and 
memorized Proverbs 13: 20. How does 
this verse apply to Rehoboam? 

Our President has, to advise him, men who 
are authorities in their line. The one who 
knows the most about the matter can generally 
offer the best advice. When one is in legal 
or civil difficulty, to whom does he go? 
Why does he select the best lawyer possible ? 
Or if a person is seriously ill why is the best 
physician sought? There is for each of you 
girls an adviser better than any cabinet officer, 
a greater advocate than the finest earthly 
pleader, a greater physician for your heart 
than the most celebrated ‘*M.D.’’ ™o you 
know him? Have you tried him? . 

Do you know ‘*‘ Miss Rehoboam’’? She 
is the girl who scorns the advice of her 
mother and prefers the advice of her chums 
because it is what she desires to do. Foolish 
girl, some day she too will *‘smart’’ for it. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


We have made a slightchange in our home 
work for this year. In order to encourage 


the children to pray that he may always be daily Bible study I have arranged to have 








LESSON. FOR JAN. I (1 Kings 12: 1-24) 


them write one sentence aday, The answer 
to the question is generally found in the re- 
quired reading. - 

1. Read 1 Kings 12 : 25-33. What *‘ gol- 
den calves’’.do people worship to-day? 2. 
Read Exodus 32; 3-6. What other man 
made a golden calf? 3. Read Exodus 20: 
14. What san: Senpeee commanded con- 
cerning idol worship? 4. What is the effect 
of an evil leader upon the whole nation? 5. 
Read 1 Kings 13: 1-10. How did God warn 
Jeroboam? 6. How was Jeroboam always 
remembered afterward (1 16 : 19 and 
15: 26.) 7. Read again 1 Kings 12 : 25-33. 
Did Jeroboam’s statement to the } seem 
reasonable? Was it genuine ? seven 
answers are brought in written, 

PHILADELPHIA. 


My Class of Boys 
And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


AM sincerely sorry that Mr. Foster has 
given up this ie te ete and his thou- 
sands of devoted readers will join me in 

regret. It is with much fear that I take up 
his difficult and very important task. 

My class of boys numbers seventeen, and 
their ages average thirteen or fourteen. I 
am fortunate in having a classroom, but in 
my planning I will bear in mind the needs of 
teachers that are not so fortunate. 

My department of ** One New Plan Every 
Week ’’ has been incorporated with this, and 
the **new plan’’ will usually be quite as 
suitable for classes of girls as of boys. The 
lesson is taught two months in advance, so 
that I can report my actual experiences. 

‘The opening of this first lesson of the new 
year was a word about the course of Old 
Testament history we are to study. I offered 
a brief prayer for God’s blessing upon us as 
we studied it, and then asked all the boys to 
bow their heads and repeat this prayer from 
their hearts: ‘* Our Father, we pray thee to 
bless this work on which we have entered. 
For Christ’s sake. Amen.’’ ‘This they did 
with real reverence. 

The purpose of our year’s study, I said, is 
to learn how God deals with his people, 1 
had the boys repeat those eight words several 
times, and they will be asked to repeat them 
at the opening of practically every recitation. 

This Week’s Novelty.—I told the boys 
that, jumping thus into the middle of Hebrew 
history, it was necessary to make sure that 
they had in their heads a simple outline of 
the history of the nation that has gone be- 
fore ; and so I made a Foot-rule of Hebrew 
History, which I wanted them to copy. 
Thereupon I produced a strip of heavy paste- 


board, one foot long and two inches wide. | 
The inch spaces are divided off, and occupied | 


with big black letters three-quarters of an 
inch high. 
I told them that each space represented 


forty years, and asked how long a time was | 


represented by the foot-rule. The 480 years, 


I said, is the rather rough estimate the He- | : 
| Same questions, 


brews made of their history up to the begin- 
ning of Solomon’s reign; or, rather, up to 
the dedication of the temple. And, as it 
happens, each of the forty years is occupied 
by a famous character. I asked the boys 
what the ‘‘M’’ jn the first inch stood for, 
and they told me ‘* Moses,’’ which was cor- 
rect, The next inch was marked ‘J,’ and 
some said ‘* Jesus’’; but a few got it correct : 
‘*Joshua.’’ The other inches, in order, were 
marked O—Othniel; E—Ehud (the “«E”’ 
being printed across the dividing line be- 
tween the fourth and fifth inches, because 
Ehud’s judgeship was for eighty years); D 
and B in one inch—Deborah and Barak ; G 
—Gideon ; J—Jephthah ; S and E together 
—Samson and Eli—two S’s in one inch— 
Samuel and Saul; D—David ; S—Solomon. 
The last inch was marked plainly 939, and I 
told them that we begin our study at 939 
B. C. 
At that I removed a rubber band that had 
been holding, doubled back, another foot of 
asteboard, hinged to the first by a cloth 
Sines. This was cut into three foot-rules, 
and I told them that the upper rule would be 
used to mark the history of the upper half of 
the divided kingdom, the lower rule to show 
the history of the lower half, and the little 
rule in between for the history of other na- 
tions running parallel to that of the Hebrews. 
Each of these foot-rules is, of course, two- 
thirds of an inchwide. The first inch of the 
upper rule had a *‘ J ’’ for Jeroboam, and the 
first inch of the lower rule an ‘‘ R’’ for Reho- 





| ering the lesson in main outline. 
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beam. © This foot-rule will be used through- 
out the year, and 1 took pains to show the 
boys how to make their own copies. 

** Now, boys,’’ I said, ** we start the year 
with the story of the most foolish act re- 
corded in the Old Testament.’’? Then we 
read the Scripture (all 24 verses) in 
dialogue fashion. I read the narrative ote 
long or short. One of the boys was Reho- 
boam and read his The whole class 
read the demands of the ap 0 The right 
side of the class read the advice of the oid 
counselors, and the left side the advice of 
the young counselors. 

‘* What symbol,’”’ I asked, ‘‘ is often used 
for Mr. Roosevelt in the newspaper car- 
weted pee ] nd th ead 
swe tly ; a ey were as ready to 
tell me what Fe Aeon dear Ay Mr. Roosevelt 
is able to beat affairs into shape and club 
folks into his way of thinking and acting. I 
had seen our ex-President two days before as 
he arrived in Boston, and was urged by the 
welcoming crowd at the station to make a 
speech; and I showed the boys how he 
shook his head as he sna out vigorously, 
**Nonono! Can’t do it!’’ and how that set- 
tled the matter at once. There is a wise use 
of firmness and decision, and I urged the boys 
to gain those characteristics. 

‘Then I asked the boys to name some rulers 
that whipped the people as with scorpions, as 
Rehoboam proposed repens They named the 
czar of Russia and the sultan of Turkey, and 
I told them some of the cruelties practised 
by that unspeakable tyrant, the old sultan, 
Abdul Hamid II, now happily confined in a 
Macedonian prison. I pointed out the dif- 
ference between the two kinds of ‘ Big 
Sticks’’—that one was an unselfish use of 
firmness, and the other a selfish and cruel 
use, for ignoble ends, 

Reminding the class of what I had said at 
the beginning about the stupendous folly we 
were to study, I asked the boys what was the 
essence of Rehoboam’s foolishness. Several 
of them answered promptly, ‘*Taking bad 
advice.’”? Then in a few swift sentences I 
rushed in the little sermon that all my les- 


| sons must have, showing the boys how big a 


chance young Rehoboam had,—pointing out 
on the map how large Solomon’s empire was ; 
telling them that each one of them has a chance 
in this splendid America that I would not ex- 
change for any young king’s ; and declaring 
that two sets of counselors were besieging 
each of them—bad companions and good; on 
the one hand saloonkeepers and gamblers 
and impure associates and wild boys, and on 
the other hand their parents and pastor and 
teachers and the decent fellows of their ac- 
quaintance. Choose the advice of the bad 
counselors, I said, and you will lose the 
larger part of your kingdom, just as Reho- 
boam did. 

I did not enlarge upon the thought, but 
turned at once to review the lesson, ask- 
ing a series of ten written questions cov- 
I went 
pver these ten questions three times, the 
class answering in concert. Next week I 
shall have the class wri#e the answers to those 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Discover (1) Jeroboam’s foolish fear: (2) 
his big blunder; (3) bis warning for us, 
Make the Foot-rule of Hebrew History. 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
% 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Division of Solomon’s Realm into 
Two Hostile Nations t Kings 
12:3 1-24) 937 B.C. 


CONDUCTING THE CLass SESSION, 

E TAKE up to-day a course of study 
which may become fascinating in 
interest or of deadly dulness. If each 

week’s work is taken by itself and consid- 
ered without relution to the great sweep of 
history of which it is a part, there may be 
many Sundays which are far from stimu- 
lating, and there will be no increase in com- 
prehension or interest. But if the place of 
each lesson in the whole scheme of unfolding 
history be understood, so that the significance 
of these six centuries of which we are to 
study is gradually understood, the whole 
course will be richly profitable. 

This lesson treats of the sudden Disrup- 
tion of the empire of Solomon and the estab- 


( Continued on next page) 


“The Big Stick!’ the boys an- |. 
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Lessons for 1917 

By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D., and Amos R, Wells, M.A. 
Contains the best and latest illustrations and explanations of the 
subject-matter, presented in a concise and ~ 
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The Sunday-School Workers’ 
An Invaluable Assistant to Pastors, Superintendents and Teachers. 
This Workers’ Library comprises eleven volumes written by some of 
Sunday-school workers, and 


problems 
solutions of the same, but also facing 
the broader and larger questions which confront the teacher in his 
— relation to his class. We shall be pleased to send a special catalogue 
giving titles and prices of these books. 


s Bible Picture Sets 


A selected list of 60 subjects to illustrate the International Sun- 
in a box, 50 cents 


If the entire set is not desired,.they can be 
tpaid. In ordering give the numbers. 

Our new illustrated catalogue and list of 
ing the set sent free upon application. 


Graded Ilustrated 
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their names guarantee their worth. 


Is particularly arranged and adapted to interest and benefit those out- 


trative explanation upon the lesson, in addition to the regular matter. 
Superintendents are invited to send for sample quarterlies and Home 
Department requisites. 


The Canterbury Series of Little Gifts : 


“ Our gifts ought rathe: to be exquisite and rare than precious and rich.” 
Many little, gifts of quality, at a small cost, are included in this 
series, and a suitable gift for almost any occasion may be selected. 
The line consists of calendars, cards, gift books, booklets, and art 
novelties for Christmas, New Years, etc. 
bury Series of Little Gifts sent free upon request. 
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Archeology’s Solution of 

Old Testament Puzzles 
How Pick and Spade are Answering the 
Destructive Criticism of the Bible. By 
the Rev. JOHN URQUHART. You have 
wanted just such a book to bring within 
small compass some of the chief results 
of archeological: work. Cloth covers ; 
60 pages. 30 cents. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs COMPANY, 


Two Illuminating Books for the New Year’s Lessons 


Light on the 

Old Testament from Babel 
By the Rev. A. T. Cray, Ph.D. An 
authoritative statement of the results of 
recent archeological discoveries, and the 
light a throw on Old Testament his- 
tory. e book is abundantly illus- 
trated, many of the pictures never hav- 
ing been published before. $2.00. 

1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
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naries, 68 colleges, the International Sun- 
day. School Publications of all the great 
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We have the most complete line of Bibles 
in existence, ‘Text, Reference, Concordance, 
Scholars’, Teachers’, and Pulpit Editions, 
and Testaments, and Psalms, in all sizes of 
type, all styles of binding, and can supply a 
Bible or Testament to suit anyone, young 
or old. 
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ceats up. Send for booklet and price list to 
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lishment of two small, hostile, yet closely 
related, which lasted side by side 
for more than two centuries, a period very 
fruitful for each. 

But was the disruption as sudden as it ap- 
peared to be? Do such revolutions take 
place in a day, asa rule? Probably not, and 
certainly not in this case, as we see by 
recalling some of the incidents of the careers 
of David and Solomon and some of the con- 
ditions under which the empire had been 
built up. ‘There was always a rivalry be- 
tween south and north, between Judah and 
the majority of the tribes, since the settle- 
ment in Canaan, when each group conquered 
its own territory, Each section of the land 
had its peculiarities, Judah’s rocky hills 
forming an austere isolation quite foreign to 
the ‘traders who inhabited the fertile open 
stretches at the north. David succeeded in 
uniting the people into a nationality; but 
Solomon’s policy of autocracy and alliance 
with outside. nations had aroused much dis- 
content. ; 

What, however, was the immediate cause 
of the outbreak? This our lesson empha- 
sizes. Consider firs¢ Solomon’s religious 
policy (1 Kings 11: 1-13). He recognized 
the gods of other peoples, erecting-altars in 
their honor, probably in Jerusalem-.and pos- 
sibly within the temple area. Doubtless he 
considered this ‘‘ politic ’’ rather than definite 
disloyalty to Jehovah, but the step was a 
dangerous one totake, It dishonored and 
defied the sacred traditions of hisraee. Re- 
call also the successful revolts which took 
place during Solomon’s own life, First 
Kings 11 ; 14-22 really mentions two adver- 
saries, Hodad and. Adad, one an Edomite 
prince, the other a Midianite chieftain, each 
arefugee in Egypt, but eventually successful 


| in winning independence for his own coun- 


| try. 


© wonder | 





Rezon of Zobah (11 : 23-25) wasa third, 
and Jeroboam of Ephraim the fourth (11 : 26- 
40). Hence Rehoboam found a.dangerous 
situation, when, in accordance with ancient 
custom, he went to Shechem to receive the 
homage of the northern tribesmen, 

With what petition did his northern sub- 
jects meet him? What was the ‘tyoke’’ 


- that: had. rested ‘so heavily upon them? 


Probably 1 Kings 5 :.13, 15 5.9 : 15. explains 
it. The people were. texed- beyond endur- 
ance, and forced to give free labor yntil, they 
could no longer face its continuance. ‘The 
policy of imperialism was too costly in their 
opinion, 

What light did the open presence of Jero- 
boam at Shechem throw upon the attitude of 
his people? What made Jeroboam their 
champion? Compare 11: 28. 

Rehoboam, as verses 6-11 show _us,_in- 
instead of conciliating his northern subjects, 
asserted his determination to rule as an ab- 
solute despot. What light does his refusal 
to listen to the advice of his older and ex- 
perienced counselors throw upon the char- 
acter of Kehoboam? What sort of training 
must the conditions of his father’s later reign 
have given him? What was the real secret 
of his foolish, short-sighted arrogance ? 

** A thing brought about of Jehovah ”’ (v. 
15). Wha do you think of the reason given 
for saying so? Did God do it simply to 
make good the prediction? Remember that 
we are reading in verse 15 4, c, the comment 


| of a writer who was in a position to review 
| the event in the light of its consequences. 


He was alive to the advantages of the sepa- 
ration, 

Of the two kingdoms thus formed which 
was the greater, the more powerful, the more 
promising? What advantages did Judah ré- 
tain? Which kingdom was the more repre- 
sentative of the original nation ? The remarks 
of Stanley in his.‘* Jewish Church ’’ (Vol, II, 
223-231) still stand as unimpeached. 

What further evidences of unsound judg- 
mentdid Kehoboam give? What prevented 
the invasion of Israel? What could have 
been the natural outcome of such an attack ? 

Think of the two kingdoms thus set apart. 
They were bitterly antagonistic (14 : 30). 
Compare them in (1) size of territory, (2) 
character of territory, (3) fertility of soil, (4) 
variety of resources, (5) population, (6) ex- 
posure te invasion, (7) prestige and authority 
of the sovereign. 

‘This lesson, therefore, sums up as follows : 

Causes of Discontent in Israel. 





The Evil Consequences of the Disrupijon. 
In what respects was it unfortunate? - 

The Good Results, Why did God, as in- 
dicated through his prophets, give his divine 
approval ? 


Books THat May Be Uszp. 


A new booklet by Dr. Sanders, on the 1911 
lessons, outlining the entire year’s course, 
giving sound help on the conduct of an adult 
class, and naming, with brief me nag a 
large variety of books to choose from, for 
collateral reading, may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Co., at 10 cents. 

There is no reference book more helpful 
for this whole episode than Stanley’s ‘‘ His- 
tory of the Jewish Church’? (Vol, II, pp. 
223-233). . It is well supplemented, espe- 
cially in a cléver comparison of the two do- 
mains, by Kent, ‘‘‘The Divided Kingdom ’’ 
(pp. 16-31). The first two chapters of Raw- 
linson’s *‘ Kings of Israel and Judah’’ add 
many details, some of them rather fanciful. 
Smith has some rather good remarks in his 
‘*Old Testament History’? (pp. 179-180). 
Barton, in Hastings Dictionary of. the Bible 
(p. 399), emphasizes the economic and re- 
ligious factors in the revolt.. “An interesting 


forecast of the effect of the revolt upon Jeru- |- 


salem is fourd in G. A. Smith’s *‘ Jerusa- 
lem” (Vol. II, pp. 33-85). 


Da1tLy Home Work ON THE NExT LESSON, 

This daily home work is for every member of 
the Class, and for the leader as well. It offers 
an inviting, simple, yet systematic and thor- 
ough preparation on the coming lesson, while 
the daily readings may also be used for devo- 
tional meditation. and as selections for family. 
worship. If faithfully used, the plan will lead 
one into an appreciation and enjoyment of the 
lessons possible in no other way. 

Lesson for January 8, 1 Kings 12. 25 to 
£28. 

Monday.—Read 1 Kings 12: 25-32, de- 
scribing the political and religious policy of 
 rapanene Notice how he sought to wean 

is people completely away from Jerusalem. 

Tuesday.—Read 1 Kings 12: 33 to 13: 
34, the story of the doom pronounced on 
Jeroboam’s altar by an unknown prophet. 
Note how it illustrates the necessity of un- 
compromising obedience to God. 

Wednesday.— Read 1 Kings 14: I-20, the 
doom pronounced upon the house of Jero- 
boam and upon the northern kingdom, Can 
oné commit the sin of Jeroboam to-day? 

Thursday.— Read 1 Kings 14: 21 to 15: 
8, the reigns of Rehoboam and Abijam in 
Judah, What positively good thing did 
they do? 

Friday.— Read Psalm 106 : 1-46, the story 
of Israel’s ingratitude to a merciful Jehovah 
in the early days, What should a sense of 
God’s love encourage ? 

Saturday.—Read Hosea 4: 1-14. It 
hints at the ultimate results of Jeroboam’s 
religious policy, 

Sunday.—Read 1 Kings 12: 25-32. Can 
expediency ever become the safe rule of 
action ? 
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For the Younger Grades 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


WORCESTER, MASS.—I am a little troubled 
about the work in my class of beginners, for it 
seems to me that are | old for 
them. Either I am too long telling the story 
or else the story is beyond them, for while I 
have tried to follow the printed helps exactly 
the cliildren get restless and they get tired. 
Perhaps my class is too large, for I have about 
twenty-five little folks, most of them not more 
than three years old, and occasionally even 


younger, as they bring them very poune,  b bave , 


a few children just five years old.—K. 

‘Fhe Beginners Course is intended for chil- 
dren four and five years of age, and the fact 
that the demand is for a Bible story course 
limits most of the lessons to the Bible itself. 
For: this reason it is: difficult to arrange a 
course of study equally suited to these chil- 
dren and to those much younger. Were the 
course planned for children as young as the 
majority of those in your class the stories 
would'have to be differently selected and a 


Hiow had | more conversational-method adopted. So in 


Solomon failed to play a wise severeignts part ? l-all probability your difficulty is that you have 


Premonitions of Rebellion. 


What polit. | been trying to follow too closely the plans 


ical events and personal, foresight are recorded | which have been outlined: for the older chil- 


which indicaté that-retellion was ripe 
The Imm Atiate. Causes. 
ally broagtt-on the crisis? _ 


Se 


What acts actu- | 


dren... Withthe majority of your pupils three 
and ‘under you will find-it*necessary to mod- 


(Continued ‘on next page) 





DECEMBER 17, IgI0 


is Life Worth Living? 


Is life worth living? ‘It depends on 
the liver.” 

This is an old answer to an old question 
—an answer with a two-fold meaning. 

The little organ that secretes bile is 
blamed for many ills and many crimes. 
Everything looks blue to the bilious per- 
son who has overtaxed his liver with in- 
digestible foods. It is easy to charge 
— ng to the liver. 

course the trouble is not with the 

liver,: but with-the man who owns the 
liver. The person with bounding health 
and vital vigor does not ask the question, 
‘** Is life worth living?” Life is full of 
beauty and pleasure for the person who 
eats simple, nourishing foods and lives 
in accord with the laws of Nature. He 
enjoys every moment of work or play, 
because every function of the body is 
performed as Nature intended. - 


Life is sustained by the food we eat and 
the air webreathe. Thesetwo elements, 
food and air, properly selected and ‘ap- 


ropriated, build the perfect human 
Now it ought.to be plain that the 
complete food for nourishing the perfect 
human body must contain all the ele- 
ments needed for making bone, brain, 
muscle and fat. One does not need to 
be a dietetic expert to understand that a 
food which contains one of these ele- 
ments in,excess of what the body needs 
is not a perfect food. 

A perfect food is one which supplies to 
the human body the elements needed for 
the making of bone, tissue, and brain in 
the same proportions as we find them in 
the perfectly developed human body. 
Has Nature provided such a food? Yes. 
Whole Wheat issuchafood. Ithas been 
man's ‘‘ staff of life” for 4,000 years. It 
contains all the elements found in the 
human body, and we find that these ele- 
ments are in almost exactly the same. 
proportion as in the buman body. It 
contains more nutriment than corn, oats, 
or barley, and when properly prepared, 
is more easily digested. 

The experience of many hundreds of 
thousands of persons, combined with 
the testimony of physicians and dietetic 
experts, proves that in Shredded Whole 
Wheat we have a food that contains all 
the nutritive elements of the whole wheat 
prepared in their most digestible form. 
Shredded Wheat is, therefore, a perfect 
food. In making Shredded Wheat the 
wheat is cleaned and then steam-cooked 
for thirty-five minutes. It then passes 
into shredding machines, which draw the 
kernels of cooked whole wheat out into 
fine, filmy, porousshreds. Theseshreds 
are then formed into Biscuits and Tris- 
cuits and baked. 
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YOUR CHURCH SEND FOR ILLUS 
TRATED PRICE 14/37 
AL COMMUNION SERVICE Co. 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street 
“| Address Dept. B Philacelphia 
















Byington’s 
Chart of Jewish 
National History 


Here is a simple little tool that will 
make some points of Old Testament 
history so clear that a ten-year-old boy 
need never forget them. It shows the 
progress and divisions and kings and 
prophets of Israel and Judah from the 
time of Abraham down to the birth of 
Christ and after. It shows, too, what 
books of the Bible take up these various 
periods. And it is all so simply done 
that when you once see it you wonder 
why it was never done before. It is 
particularly needed for the rort lessons. 
Ask for the pocket size, folded within 
Stiff covers, price 25 cents, or the wall 
size, at $1.00. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
togt Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 









































_ LBSSON: FOR.JAN..\.1- (1\Kings 12 : 1-24) 


( Continued from preceding page) 
ify So cengeeny | any one of the helps now 
issued on the Beginners lessons. Try using 
the same stories more frequently, simplifying | 
much each story as given. Il 
with ee and other ahs caps cantegy and use the 
method more freely, rather 
thes a Frog ones to a given 
to them freely, rather than trying 
them to do all the singing themselves, 
have plenty of freedom in the class, 
though caréful that everything is done 
in an orderly fashion 


If your class-rooms will permit it you may 
' find it best to get some one to take your five- 
-old out from your circle and teach 
them the lessons, while you keep all these lit- 

’ tle ones in a circle by themselves, They are 
little more than babies and ought not to be 
cted to do the work which a five-year- 
child delights "to do. 


er Ox10.—I think that the Graded 
for the — are fine, but I am some- 
. what discouraged in the work done 
by the pupils. I find that the indifference is not 
‘ so much with the pupils as parents. 
Very few of the parents give any daily attention 
to the work. I took the time to go round to 
every home of my class of thirty-five boys, 
whose ages range from nine to thirteen, and 
was surprised to find how little time people 
were really giving to the religious instruction 
of their children. Some would not even prom- 
ise to ‘look after the daily lesson, and others 
did for a few weeks, and then neglected it. All 
the children receive is what I can impress upon 
them in the class. I do not know whether to 
ask them for the home study under these cir- 
cumstances, or to give that part up. It is diffi- 
cult to look rye so many without home co-op- 
eration.—C, 

Your oer is not yours alone. Unfor- 
tunately the majority of teachers of all grades 
could tell the same story of lack of co-opera- 
tion in the home. In some cases it is due 
to lack of explanation on the part of the 
teachers, for many parents would do more if 
they knew just what todo. This is not the 
case, however, with your class, as you have 
visited the homes and asked for definite help. 

There are two or three things you can try. 
First, if possible divide your large class, sep- 
arating it into smaller classes, so that the 
younger pupils can be together and the older 
ones. in classes where all the pupils are of 
their own age. I do not, know how your 
thirty-five could be divided, not having the 
age ofeach. It may be that you could have 
four classes, one approximately nine, another 
ten, the third eleven, and the fourth con- 
taining those who are twelve or a little over. 
It may be that while the age limit is from 
nine to thirteen, as you say, they would 
not divide themselves in this way, but in all 
probability you can have at least two grades 
if you cannot have four. 

Having divided into classes in this fashion, 
each class with its own teacher, you have 
divided not only your responsibility, but you 
are then better prepared to have the work of 
the class so cared for that you.can probably 
get much of. what you now ask to be at- 
tended to at home done in the class. 
is so much difference in the ability of a nine- 
year-old pupil and that of a child of twelve 
that the directions given and the task re- 
quired can be made much more specific 
when cared for by class teachers, 

Should you succeed in making this divi- 
sion into classes#then let your first year 
class have the first year work and the older 
classes do the work of the second year. 

Plan at first to get as much as possible 
done in the class, or in connection with the 
school, —for the pupils might be able to work 
for ten minutes before the school session if 
encouraged. to do so,—and as soon as they 
have once had the satisfaction of seeing their 
completed books it will be much easier to get 
the work done. If then you can have an 
exhibit of the work in the school, and can 
get the parents to see it, you will be more 
apt to secure their assistance in the future. 

Another plan would -be for the class 
teacher to call at the homes of her pupils, 
and carry with her the completed books of 
her class. This'would not be a burden, as 
each class would be small; When the par- 
ents had an opportunity to see what was be- 
ing accomplished in the school itself they 
would be much more ready to give their help 
in the other kind of work which you desire, 
and which it is not possible to do in the 
school ; namely, the daily Bible reading. 

Still another way would be to give special 
encouragement to those pupils who accom- 
plish a given task. 





honor for the quarter are taken to the woods ! 


There | 


In some schools the.; 
pupils who have attained a certain degree of | : 


for an outing, to visit a place of interest, or 
some other ial treat is provided not given 
to the rest of the school who, having the same 
opportunity, have not attained the required 


When we realize that the Junior children 


are those whose habits we have the oppor- 
tunity of eines or strengthening, we see 
the need of to assist 


potently tly endeavoring 
them both to ts of study and of regular- 
ity in ee good vert they undertake. 





[ Chitaren at Home 


On The First Day of School 
By Emma C. Dowd 


RNESTINE Pageand Margery Doug- 
lass were five years old, and they were 
going to school for the first time. For 
atau’ they had looked forward to this day, 
and now it was actually here! 

Mrs. Douglass was obliged to be away from 
home that morning, so she had arranged with 
Mrs. Page to take charge of Margery when 
she accompanied Ernestine to school. But 
before the hour came a telegram arrived for 
Ernestine’s mother, saying that Aunt Anne 
was sick and wanted to see her at once. 

**T am sorry it has happened so,’” Mrs. 
Page said’; ‘*but I saw the teacher yesterday, 
so it will not make much difference. You 
and Margery won t mind going alone, for it 
is only a little way.’ 

Ernestine looked troubled until Margery 
ran in and said she wasn’t afraid. ‘Fhen things 
seemed bright again. 

They started off happily; but when they 
came to the corner of the street where the 
school building stood, and saw so many chil- 
dren, Ernestine pulled back. 

**Oh, I don’t dare !’’ she gasped. 

**I don’t too!’’ confessed Margery, and 
her lip quivered. 

The next minute they were running in the 
opposite direction. 

‘* What shall we do ? ’? almost sobbed 
Ernestine, ‘*We can’t go home, ’cause 
Mama’s gone by this time—she had her things 
on, and there isn}t anybody there !”’ 

** And my house is all locked up !’’ Mar- 
gery added dolefully. 

They kept on, now and then turning to 
look back at the streams of boys and girls 
still pouring toward the schoolhouse. After 
a while the school-bell stopped. 

** We can’t go now anyway,’’ said Mar- 
gery. 

+6 No : 
answer. 

They stopped at a small park, to admire 
the cannas and geraniums ; then they walked 
slowly on, 

** We can take a long walk, and go home 
when it’s ’most noon,’’ they agreed. 

+ But when the whistles blew for five minutes 
of twelve they did not know which way to 
take. 

** Maybe we’re lost,’’ suggested Ernestine, 
a little frightened. 

** IT guess not,’’ was the cheerful response ; 
**but I’m hungry !”’ 

**So’m I,’? and Ernestine’s voice was 
quivery. 

** Why don’t you go home to dinner, little 
girls, if you are hungry? ”’ 

It was a pleasant-faced lady who spoke. 
She was going up the steps of ahouse. The 
children did not need much urging to tell 
their story, and then they were invited inside, 
and given some crackers and milk to eat. 
The lady learned where they lived, and then 
she went to the telephone in the next room. 

‘**Oh, she’s tellin’ the p’liceman to come 
and arrest us, I guess,’’ whispered Margery, 
**’cause we didn’t go to school! Let’s run 
*fore she catches us!’’ and stealthily the 
two sped through the kitchen and out of the 
back door. 

How they ran up the street! They never 
stopped till the house was out of sight. All 
the afternoon they walked and walked, never 
coming to the home street. 

Suddenly Ernestine cried, *<Oh, there’s 
Aunt Julia’s house !”’ 

Hand in hand they ran, until they were 
safe in the arms of the astonished auntie, for 
she lived two miles away from her niece’s 
home. 

The next day they went to school, 





it’s too late,’’ was the relieved 





Mama 


their little desks before she left them. 
MERIDEN, -CONN. 
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Most 
‘Nutritious Food - 
Made From Flour 


A strong statement — but an 
absolute fact. Backed up by years 


The stomach digests them with 
pleasure, and sends them on their 
way to make rich, red blood, sound 
flesh and tough muscle. 

Every ingredient is a strength- 
giver, scientifically blended and 
perfectly baked. 

Crisp and delicious Uneeda Bis- 
cuit come to you in their dust tight, 


moisture proof packages, fresh, 
and clean, and good. 


’ 













AT ANY 
BOOKSELLER’S 






or 158 5th 


a Wabas Ave., tag RA 








Fleming H. Revell Company 









Every Woman Who Embroiders 
Needs This Book 


It illustrates all the new Kaumagraphs 
—the marvelous designs which stamp 
any material beautifully and in an in- 
stant, without muss or trouble. ° 

a book and one by the latest shirt- 
waists designs sent for oem cts. Address le 
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Adequate Surety, and 





Page making sure that they were seated at 





In 11 rs i Rave toon foamed 6” 

over One Mi 

on First Pa 

never have lost a cna peu 

or interest for my cli -. Mort- 
ges range in amounts from $250 to 

fro,c00, netting you 6 per cent interest. 
nk references. 

list. Chas. E. Cot 
Chicago. Farm Mortguge aeeenecadl 


Write for investment 











GRADED LESSON GUIDE FREE 
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Ghe Samday School Gines 


Philadelphia, December 17, 1910 


Kutered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
second-class matter. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
7 5 cts. separate prvi or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1 50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will to gilowel 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
975 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 


§ shillings each. 
Downie, 21 





of the 
pion at 


reat Britain, Mr. T. 

arw » B.C., will receive yearly or 

apt med subscriptions at the aboverate, the paper to 

mailed direct fram Philadelphia to the subscribers. 

Me. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
Sunday School Times Company. 


Tue SunpDAY SCHOOL Timss Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa 
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the streets of Spotiess Town. 
glitter of his shining star 
attention from afar. 
It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housek r ER attention ws P- 
ouae wae t venygey gl e 
pol rag dows, and tins in 

“yo octy we kitchen. These mark 
house ing. No matter how 
the house may be, if 
kitchen Sq not clean it shows the 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 


| This briitiant man walks up and down 
j 



















“Our guts ought rather to be exquitite and 
than precious and rich 


The Can rbury Series 
: litle is Ma abd 


The Cosstagye The Canterbury Serves of Little Grfts free upon request 


W- A: WILDE COMPANY 


CHICAGO 928 WABASH AVENUE BOSTON 110 BOYLSTON STREET 


little 
a pao 
cause 
Price a Little Book aed 
6 AlLittle Book of New Year Wishes 
7s A Little Book of Birthday Wishes 
~ Little Book of Friendly Wishes 
jueaso. (A Friend, Some Definitions of You 

















ais to ‘Work 


Health Regained by Right Food 


The average healthy man or woman 
is usually eager to be busy at some use- 
ful task or employment. 

But let dyspepsia or indigestion get 
hold of one, and all endeavor becomes a 
burden. 

“A year ago, after recovering from an 
operation,” writes a Michigan lady, ‘‘ my 
stomach and nerves began to give me 
much trouble. 

“At times my apeeee was voracious, 
but when indulged, indigestion followed. 
Other times | had no appetite whatever. 
The food I took did not nourish me and 
I grew weaker than ever. 


‘*T lost interest in everything and | 


wanted to be alone. [I had always had 
good nerves, but now the merest trifle 
would upset. me .and bring on a violent 
headache... Walking across the room 
was an effort and prescribed exercise 
was out of the question. 

‘‘I had seen Grape-Nuts advertised, 
but did not believe what 1 read at the 
time. At last, when it seemed as if I | 
was literally starving, I began to eat 
Gra e-Nuts. 

had not been able to work for a 
year, but now, after two months on 
Grape- Nuts, I am eager to be at work 
again. My stomach gives me no trouble 
now, my nerves are steady as ever, and | 
interest in life and ambition have come | 

back with the return to health.’ 

Read ‘“*The Road to Wellville,” in 
pkgs. ‘‘ There's a Reason.’ 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, January 1, 1911 


Untrodden Ways. (Josh, 3: 
1-17. A New Year’s con- 
secr | service) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon, —The cane Leader (Exod. 13: 20- 
Tues. —God the way-maker (Isa. 43: pel 


Wed.—The Lord's highway (Isa. 35 : 4-10 
Thurs.—Peace by the way (Gen. 45 : 24). 


Fri.—The — a way (1 Cor. 12:31; 
¢ I- 
Sat. —Trest Sor each day (Jas. 4 : 13-15). 











How has God led you in the past year? 
How may each day be a new opportunity ? 
What ideals have you for the new year? 


vid HERE shall we walk to-day ?,’”’ said 
a father to his son on a free day 
when they could go where they 

would together. ‘* Let it be some new way,’ 

replied the boy. ‘I like to explore new 
country and to see new scenes.’’ So they 
chose an untrodden way. And in his guid- 
ance in the new year our Heavenly Father 
knoweth what we have need of. We have 
need of new scenes, of new experiences, of 
new opportunities, of new circumstances 
which will give us our chance to do better 
than we have done and to succeed where 
formerly we failed.. The old trodden ways 
are full of grievous memorials. It is of the 
love of God to give us now a new and un- 
trodden way. 4 


The new ways call for the feet. that have 
walked in old ways. The old ways are not 
to be retrodden but it is the old ways which 
run on into the new ways. The new ways, 
when the year is done, will be as hard beaten 

ns thal a ther mit ba have become 

‘The sane feet 
will have worn them, The same feet are to 
tread the as yet untrodden way. The feet 
will carry with them all the memories and 
experiences of the old way, Unless they are 
wiser than they were, more docile, more true, 
the new road will be no better than the old. 
The changed scenes and new. opportunities 
are only worth while as the old soul is a bet- 
ter soul among them. 


% 





Faith is unafraid of new ways. It trusts 
the Leader. That is its constant song. It 
only asks to be sure that the way is his way 
and that he is leading in the untrodden paths. 
It desires ways of peace and truth and right 
and rest at last, and knows that it can only 
find them with him, So it prays: 


‘* Lead us, O Father, in the paths of peace ; 
Without Thy guiding hand we go astray, 
And doubts appail, and sorrows still increase : 
Lead us through Christ, the true and liv- 
ing Way.’ 
b 4 


Uutroddea ways have their perils. What 
are these perils? Absorption in the way and 
forgetfulness of the business which leads us 
on it, 
past failures a3 we get away from the old 
occasions and their associations. A fever 
for new experieaces. What are the. perils 
which you have to fear? 


b 4 


Roads are ameans of communication. 
| Each road leads from. one place to another 
| place. Where does the road of the new 
| year lead to? It is not enough that it should 

merely lead through the year 1911 into the 
— 1912. That would be like a road across 
| the border, only, from one country to another. 
| ‘Where in the new country is the road going? 
| Is this new untrodden way merely a chrono- 
logical figure of speech, or is it a real road 
| leading on somewhere? Into better charac- 
; ter, truer friendship, more unselfishness, 
| worthier service? Did last year’s way bring 
| us into these things? If not, is next year’s 
way likely to do so? 

& 

What do we intend to do this year which 
we did not do last? 

Are-we going to pray more often and more 
sincerely ? 
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\Foster Made $19,484.83 
Last Year From His 


g Farm 





Five years ago Joel M. Foster, a young city man, decided 
to go into the poultry business. He was looking for a suitable 


that 


had no experience. He bo 


tion, he was vigorous and energetic, and believed 
ere was a fortune to be made raisi 


chickens. He 


ught and stocked a little farm 


near a big city, but for a time he had %nly failures. His 
ultry house burned with all its contents, and he had to 


in anew. 


The next year rats destroyed half his flock, 


Hoe he surmounted these and other difficulties, always think- 


planning and ex 
of the largest EGG 


and three million eggs. 


Last year Mr Foster made $19,484.83 
from his Million Farm. Most.of it 
was from commercial eggs; $6000 w: 
income from sales of ‘“Day-Old Chix;”’ 
the rest from miscellaneous products 
of the great Rancocas Farm. 

Read the Whole Amazing Story In 

“The Million Egg Farm.” 


We have induced Mr. Foster to tell his e: 
the Ley Ny of post n = Lee pane } beauty of 
his syste: it the principles can be a appil just as 
a to the farmer's flock S the yoy ot . wy the 


larger the , who wants to 
Sine asa pon Bd ng e book tells bf Row to. 
and be successful 


rience for 







ith a few or man explains 
oe = "Unit, into ‘whieh , ae flock is 
» Witte a witha $309 
vena S 
id feeding—the result of ¢ 
ea production day by day that his formulas are 


"All Figures Are Certitieg, 


To satisfy ourselves that the figures were 
guaioved the well-known firm Lybrand, Rees 


and Montgomery, certified Salis ecopubien ts, 





Gathering the Eggo in the Early Afternoca 


to make an exhaustive two weeks’ examination of the 

books and records of the Rancocas Farm. e result 

of their findings is given in the post. Nothing has been 
held back. The ‘ures as well as the 


rimenting. 
RODUC 
20,000 laying hens and will matiiel this year between two 





Self-confidence and forgetfulness of 





Farm Journal, 199 Clifton St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Here is my dollar. I want Farm Journal for four 
years and * Million Farm.”’ 





To-day he is at the head 
G a ew in the world, with 


\. no other 
ere we et Oe. ee tad ae 


How Teo Get The Book es 
Fill out the coupon in the lower corner, and mail at 
ons Sen ee or a Dollar Bill. This 
pays for a four-year subscription to the foremost farm 





Feeding a se veh, 


and home monthly in the Wega. the FARM JOURNAL, 
together with a copy of “The Million Egg 
postpaid. 


What Farm Journal Is 


Farm Journal-is made for everyone in town or country 
who raises poultry, eggs, fruit, vegetables, milk, butter, 
honey, as well as ho —~; p, grain and cattle. It has 
the largest arm paper in the world, 
over 750,000 ao. It is. Vsovatea to housekeeping, 
dressmakin: apes. om and bright, fresh ores 
pee sm and gre brief, crisp, condensed 
TICA owinded'e ssays. “Cream, not Skim- 
milk’’ is its motto. It iL now running a series of articles 

called **Back to the Soil,’’ true stories of experiences of 

city city people who have Ganges to country life. They 

ipful and intensely interesting. .Farm Journal 

+ prints a medical er trashy advertisement, and 
its columns are a. absolutely reliable ‘guide XI buying. 

e 


a favorite with women. eryone who has a 
fave th gt Bae bed or even = kitchen ‘wy to 

ve this. b t, cheery, useful. home Fo ang" 
journal takes pride in being ‘‘Unlike Any er ieer no 


Farm Journal a Paper for City Folk, Too 
You do not have to be a Guatior on Sagute to cntig 


Farm Journal, Fon have a teh of real ground 
psd a then a b Piet, Fone ‘will give ou 
the help you BT you feel the to the country 
and w' like to hens joy poultry 


pti 
he year, ui we bg “the groates you to subscribe for 
Farm Journ ony t the book, we want you to 
= the three-quarters million for ee Farm 
ournal ‘tself; you will | find it the Wises, most helpful, 
fern, and en itertaining of counselors fond friends. 
ni 
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FARM JOURNAL, 199 Clifton St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 




















The 
Sunday School Calendar 


is such a satisfactory little publication that it is offered again this year to 
those seeking an inexpensive gift for class or school. 
quotations, the date, title, location, and Golden Text of each International 


It contains choice 





Uniform Sunday School Lesson of the month, and a daily Bible reading 
reference under each day's date. Price, 10 cents each ; $1.00 a dozen ; 


$8.00 a hundred, ,postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiImMEs Co., 


Size, 5% by 8X inches. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 





DOO we oe a an 

















